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Course/Subject: Social Studies

Grade(s): 1

Teacher(s): Susan DelGrego, Jennifer Dietter, Karen Iannucci, MaryEllen O’Callaghan, Cheryl Paulsen

Topic/Title: Countries Around the World -- Ireland

Length of Time for the UBD Unit: 4 weeks

Date the unit was reviewed by the UBD Team:

Summary of the Unit: First grade students will “tour” Ireland.  They will 

learn about the geography of the country and how the geography impacts daily life in Ireland. Cultural traditions will be explored through stories, music and the art. Using the knowledge gained from these explorations, students will create postcards and messages about their “trip” or role-play a phone conversation between themselves and an Irish friend.

Standards
Connecticut Curriculum Framework(s): Social Studies/ Language Arts

	Number
	Content Standard

	12
	Students will explain ways in which humans use/interact with their environment.

	15
	Students will recognize that money is a generally accepted medium of exchange and that different countries use different currencies.

	Region I
	Students will appreciate how people’s wants and needs are met in the U.S. and in other countries.

	Region I
	Students will appreciate the similarities and differences in holiday observations by people within the U.S. and in other countries.

	LA 1.3
	Students will distinguish between fact and fiction.

	LA 7.2
	Students will read and respond to stories about many cultures and times.
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Understanding by Design “Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O).

1. People around the world have the same basic needs: food, clothing, shelter. These needs are met in different ways depending on the country’s resources and climate.(O)

2. Traditions and beliefs of the people are reflected in their literature, art and music. (O)
	
	1. How does a country’s geography (location), climate, and natural resources effect the way its people live and work?
2. How does where I live influence how I live?
3. What traditions and/or beliefs are reflected in the literature, art and music of the country?
4. What makes a place unique?



Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

	island
	bodhran
	wool
	Gaelic

	grazers
	leprechaun
	mutton
	

	peat
	St. Patrick
	Dublin
	

	Book of Kells
	potato
	castle
	

	illumination
	Celtic
	euro
	


	Knowledge-Students will know…
	
	Skills-Students will be able to…

	· Colors of the flag of Ireland

· Vocabulary related to study

· Major occupations and products

· Religion’s role in family life

· Staple foods of Ireland

· Building materials, clothing, etc.
	· 
	· compare/contrast a day in their life with a day in the life of a child from Ireland

· Use a Venn Diagram

· Read a map and map key

· Demonstrate value of Euros
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Assessment with a Detailed Description
All performance assessments will be graded using a specified set of criteria known to students.

Content Standard(s): CT Social Studies 12: Students will explain ways in which humans use/ interact with their environment.

Region One Social Studies: Students will appreciate how people’s wants and needs are met in the U.S. and in other countries.

Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

1. You are a visitor in Ireland. Your task is to write a postcard to your family back home telling them the similarities and differences between Ireland and the U.S.A. Your postcard must include a picture that contains three key elements of Ireland. In your note on the back you must compare your three key elements of Ireland with those in the U.S.A. Your elements may be any of the following: food, clothing, resources, flag, occupations, mythical characters and historical symbols. Don’t forget proper letter writing format and proper punctuation and capitals.

Key Criteria: 

· 3 key elements of Ireland illustrated

· Explanation of illustrations on postcard and how they compare to similar elements in United States.

· Proper punctuation and letter/ postcard format

· Carefully and neatly crafted

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Include here or attach at the end.
	World Traveler

4
	Postcard illustrates 3 or more key elements of country. Message gives additional information about the key elements. Written work demonstrates proper letter format with capitals, periods, and correct spelling of first grade words. Less common words reflect letter sound knowledge. Illustration and message are neat and show thoughtful planning.

	Budding Traveler

3
	Postcard illustrates at least 3 key elements of the country. Message focused on the elements illustrated. Written work demonstrates letter format with capitals, periods, and most first grade words are spelled correctly. Less common words reflect letter sound knowledge. The illustration and message are reasonably neat and show evidence of planning. 

	Amateur Traveler

2
	Postcard illustrates at least 2 key elements of country. Message gives some information about the country but not necessarily related to illustrated elements. Written work is informal with some capitals and punctuation. Some first grade words are spelled correctly. Illustrations and writing could be neater. Evidence of limited planning.

	Novice Traveler

1
	Postcard card completed but it does not meet the standards necessary to assess student knowledge of country. Message may give some information about the country but not necessarily related to illustrated elements. Written work contains no capitals or punctuation. All writing is completed in ear spelling. Illustrations and writing could be neater. No evidence of planning.
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Content Standard(s):

Region One Social Studies: Students will appreciate the similarities and differences in holiday observations by people within the U.S. and in other countries.
Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

1. You are the friend of an Irish or American child. Your task is to role-play a telephone conversation in which you attempt to persuade your friend to visit on your favorite holiday. Your conversation must include a description of the holiday, including specific examples of the events, meals, and clothing of the holiday. Be sure to tell your friend why this holiday is exciting and special.

Key Criteria:

· Must include information about the holiday, especially meals, clothing, and special traditions

· Must be clear and understandable

· May be videotaped for self-evaluation

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Include here or attach at the end.
	Expert 

3
	Student’s portion of conversation is clear and easy to follow. Student gives thorough evidence of knowledge of holiday, including special foods eaten, costumes worn and any other relevant traditions associated with the holiday. 

	Amateur

2
	Student’s portion of the conversation is understandable. Student dialogue shows limited but accurate knowledge of the holiday traditions. 

	Novice

1
	Student’s portion of the conversation is difficult to follow at times. Student dialogue reveals limited knowledge of the holiday traditions. Information may not always be completely accurate. 
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Content Standard(s):

CT Language Arts 1.3: Students will distinguish between fact and fiction.

Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

3. You are a librarian. You have just received a new shipment of books from Ireland. Your task is to sort the books into fiction and non-fiction. Explain how you made your decisions. (This is a group activity. Scan the book covers so each group has the titles.)

Key Criteria:

· Evidence to support decision

· Oral definition of fiction and non-fiction

· Group sorts at least 6 books

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Include here or attach at the end.
	Expert 

3
	Team cooperatively sorts 6 or more books correctly. Detailed evidence supports decision demonstrating knowledge of books and definitions of fiction and non-fiction.

	Amateur

2
	Team cooperatively sorts 6 or less books correctly. Evidence supporting decision is general. Team demonstrates knowledge of definition of fiction and non-fiction.

	Novice

1
	Team sorts less than 6 books. Team members may not be in total agreement of decisions. Little evidence given to support decision. Performance does not clearly demonstrate team’s understanding of fiction and non-fiction.


Other Assessment Evidence: (Tests, quizzes, self-assessment, peer-assessment, etc.)

 Class participation, class projects, self assessment

Library and Technology Skills: If appropriate summarize how library and technology sills are integrated within the unit and how you are collaborating with library and technology staff to plan and implement the unit.

·  A power point presentation is available highlighting some aspects of Irish life and culture.

· Books about Ireland will be obtained from the library as needed.
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Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives.

CT Language Arts 7.2: Students will read and respond to stories about many cultures and times.
Learning Activities with a Detailed Description

	Hook:  Pose question, “If you lived in a country that had no forests/trees, what might you use to build a house?” Discuss ideas. (W) (H)




Sequence: List activities below and/or attach a daily activity chart

1. Complete the Know and Want to Know sections of a KWL chart. (W)*
2. View a video of model “telephone” conversation for pen pal task. (W) (E)

3. Read The Wee People by Gerald McDermott. Play Irish music in the background.(H)

4. Bake and share Irish soda bread.(H)

5. Locate Ireland on a map. Discuss relevant position and corresponding climate, land features, weather, historical trivia, etc.*

6. Visit http://www.kids-online.net/world.ireland.html  to hear the National Anthem of Ireland. Contains map of Ireland and flag, also. (E)

7. School is mandatory for children from 6 to 15 years old. Irish students attend primary schools similar to grade school in the U.S. They study reading, writing, math, music, art and crafts. When they are 12 years old, Irish students attend the second level of school, which is similar to high school. They can either take a course of general studies or they can learn specific skills to help them become workers in certain industries. Discuss the differences between Irish and American school systems.

8. Children in Ireland enjoy games and sports just like children in the U.S.  Teach the children to play “The Rover”. See Ireland: A Cultural Resource Guide for directions for this game and information about other games and sports enjoyed in Ireland.

9. Coin sort: Sort US and Euro coins. (E)

10. Show U.S. dollars (Susan B. Anthony and/or Sacagawea). Compare with 1Euro coins. (E)

11. Make Irish holiday booklet. (E1) 
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12. Exploring My World- map activities.(E)*

13. Lovely Landscapes painting: Most of Ireland gets 175 to 200 days of rain each year. Most of these days are what the Irish call the “soft days”, when the rain is gentle mist that they say is what colors their land. After viewing pictures of Irish landscape, students will use watercolors to create an Irish landscape. See Cultural Series: Ireland.(E) (R )

14. Read Houses and Homes by Ann Morris and/or Homes Around the World by Bobbie Kalman. Show pictures of Irish homes, for example: A two family semi- detached house. Contribute to a class big book illustrating homes from countries around the world. Book should include map as well as illustrations of typical homes. See Thatched Cottage activity page for direction to make a typical rural home.(E) (R )

15. The Irish people eat four meals, breakfast, the noon meal, supper or “tea” and high tea. Share the typical foods eaten at each meal. Discuss the similarities and differences to the meals eaten by the students.

16. Potatoes are a staple in Ireland. Share how potatoes are grown. Graph My Favorite way to eat Potatoes. (E)*

17. Storytelling is an important facet of Irish life. The storyteller or seanchai was expected to be a knowledgeable historian as well as a skilled speaker. Share Irish folklore and poetry with students.

18. Cooperative Castle Building: Stately stone castles and massive fortified manor houses called bawns remain from Ireland’s long domination by foreign invaders. Challenge your students to create a create castles and fortresses from shoe, cereal and oatmeal boxes, milk cartons and paper towel and toilet paper rolls. See Cultural Series: Ireland for additional directions.

19. The Book of Kells is a famous book in Ireland. It was written more than one thousand years ago. It is well-known for its beautiful examples of illumination. Share The Sailor Who Captured the Sea by Deborah Nourse Latimore or Illumination by Jonathon Hunt. Make a book of (student’s name). Children decorate bulletin board outline of letters in their name. (H)(E) 

20. Introduce children to Irish drum, the bodhran. Students make and play hand-made drum. (E)

21. Invite Irish dancer to demonstrate and teach children a simple Irish dance. Or view selected clips from River Dance. (H) (E)

22. Follow directions (read aloud or read independently) to complete attached map of Ireland. (E)(R ) 

23. Return to KWL and complete (in group or independently) how knowledge has grown. ( R) *
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CMT/CAPT Activities in the Classroom: List separately of “star” (*) activities which directly prepare students for CMT/CAPT.

Resources

Text/ Trade Books: Shamrocks, Harps and Shillelaghs by Edna Barth, Children of the World: Ireland by Gini Holland, Wool (Wright Group), Castles by Roisin O’Shea, Count Your Way Through Ireland by Jim Haskins, Tim O’Toole and the Wee Folk by Gerald Mc Dermott, Look at a Ball of Wool (Wright Group Enrichment Reading), St. Patrick’s Day in the Morning by Eve Bunting, Everyone Wears Wool (Pair-it Books by Steck Vaughn), Daniel O’Rourke: An Irish Tale by Gerald Mc Dermott, The Irish Cinderlad by Shirley Climo, Jamie O’Rourke and the Pooka by Tomie De Paola, Patrick Patron Saint of Ireland by Tomie De Paola, St. Patrick’s Day by Gail Gibbons

Other Print Sources: Ireland: A Cultural Resource Guide (Milliken Publishing Company), Everything Irish by Ann Marie O’Grady (O’Brien Publishing), Cultural Series: Ireland (Frank Schaffer Publications), My Friends, My Family and Me (Frank Schaffer Publications), Fiesta: Ireland
Videotapes, DVDs or Films: River Dance
Software: Microsoft Power Point
Internet Sources with addresses and full title of the site:

 http://www.kids-online.net/world.ireland.html
Databases:
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