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Course/Subject:  Language Arts (Literature)

Grade(s):) 7 (Middle School)

Teacher(s): Jeanine Coleman, Bonnie Kinsman, C.C. Nielsen, Cheryl Paulsen, Phyllis Schneider, Joann Tapley

Topic/Title:  Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Length of Time for the UbD Unit: 3-5 weeks (about 20 -40 minute periods)

Date the unit was reviewed by the UbD Team: March 20, 2007

Summary of the Unit:  

In 1793 Philadelphia, fourteen- year old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.  (Aladdin Paperback) Please note: in some versions, Mattie is sixteen.


In this unit students will understand that the fictionalized story of Mattie personalizes actual events in Philadelphia in 1793 when the yellow fever epidemic raged over the land.  Through a variety of individual and group activities, students will come to understand the many ways people’s experiences influence their actions.

Standards

Connecticut Curriculum Framework(s):

	Number
	Content Standard

	LA-Reading -2
	Students will describe, interpret, reflect on, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and enjoyment.

	LA-Reading -9
	Students will explore decisions and political and social issues through literature.

	Social Studies-3

3.5-6.2
	Students will explain how roles and status of people have differed and changed throughout history based on gender, age, class, racial and ethnic identity, wealth, and/or social position.


Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O) – must have at least one overarching

1. Historical fiction is a way to relate to events in history.

2. People react differently to adversity and challenging events.

3. Family (defined in a variety of ways) is an influential factor in a person’s life.

4. Attitude influences how a person approaches and resolves challenges in life.

5. Fictional stories and characters reflect real life.
	
	1. How does the setting of the story influence the actions of the main characters?

2. How can life be good in adverse times?

3. How does a person’s upbringing influence the rest of his/her life?  In what ways is change possible?

4. How can human qualities enable a character to successfully meet challenges?




Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

	yellow fever


	bloodletting
	pestilence
	abhorred

	epidemic


	apothecary
	Potter’s Field
	swooned

	necessary


	victuals
	apprentice
	tedious

	Quaker


	coffeehouse
	corpse
	noxious

	Free-African Society


	quarantine
	pestle
	refugees

	lancet


	marketplace
	wraith
	fractious


	Knowledge / Skills – (Students will know / be able to ….)_______________________

· Students will know that fiction allows readers to reflect on challenges we all face in life.

· Students will know vocabulary and issues specific to the setting (time, place, circumstance).

· Students will know elements of a story.

· Students will know the elements of a newspaper.

· Students will know how to conduct an interview.

.

· Students will be able to respond to a journal prompt.

· Students will be able to compare/contrast, using graphic organizers as appropriate.

· Students will be able to identify cause/effect relationships.

· Students will be able to infer characters’ feelings and fears.

· Students will be able to identify implicit and explicit character traits.

· Students will be able to apply map skills.

· Students will be able to discuss the impact of family on individuals.

· Students will be able to prepare and discuss topics from different perspectives.

· Students will be able to summarize.

· Students will be able to organize and sequence information.

· Students will be able to produce an authentic newspaper of the time period.




Assessment with a Detailed Description

All performance assessments will be graded using a specified set of criteria known to students. An assessment may address more than one standard. Every standard must be assessed.

Content Standard(s):

	LA-Reading -2
	Students will describe, interpret, reflect on, analyze and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and enjoyment.

	LA-Reading -9
	Students will explore decisions and political and social issues through literature.

	Social Studies-3

3.5-6.2
	Students will explain how roles and status of people have differed and changed throughout history based on gender, age, class, racial and ethnic identity, wealth, and/or social position.


Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

Goal:

The students will analyze, interpret, and reflect upon the text in order to share their understandings of the sentiments of the times, the historical events, and their impact on people’s lives. 
 

Role:

The students will take on the roles of newspaper editor, publisher, staff writer, reporter, salesperson, and “typesetter” in Philadelphia in 1793.

Audience:
The audience is middle-school students.

Situation:
Each student will create a newspaper for the citizenry of Philadelphia in 1793 to alert and inform them of both current events and crises prompted by the Yellow Fever epidemic.

Product:
A completed newspaper, authentic for the setting, which includes the six required elements and three or more optional elements selected by the student. 

Standards:
The Connecticut Standards for Language Arts (Reading) and Social Studies cited earlier in this unit are applicable to this assessment.

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Include here or attach at the end.

The rubric for this assessment is attached.  Rubrics for the individual elements of a newspaper are recommended for use during instructional sessions.

Performance Task: Newspaper

Required elements:


Flag


News Story (Local)


Interview (Mattie-white newspaper/Eliza-black newspaper)


Editorial

Letter to the Editor


Obituary


Boxed Advertisement

Optional elements (Minimum of three):


Classified Ad


Help Wanted Ad


Political cartoon or other graphic


Medical Advice Column


Society Column


Farmer’s Almanac (Weather)


News Story (National)


Crossword or Word Search


Home and Family Column


Other (student-generated ideas – teacher approved) 

Extension challenge: The newspapers referred to in this novel were published by white men.  The intended audience was also white men.  Complete this performance task from the perspective of a free black newspaper publisher for black readers of the time.

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Required/Optional Elements-Number
	All 7 required elements and at least 3 optional elements are included.
	All 7 required elements, but fewer than 3 optional elements are included.
	Fewer than 7 required and 3 optional elements are included.
	Does not include the required and optional elements.

	Required/Optional Elements-Format
	All required and optional elements are correctly written.
	 Most required and optional elements are correctly written.
	Some required and optional elements are correctly written
	Most required and optional elements are incorrectly written

	Required/Optional Elements – Content 
	All content is correct, supported, and appropriate for each element
	Content is correct, supported and appropriate for most elements
	Some content is incorrect or unsupported or inappropriate for some elements
	Content is incorrect or unsupported or inappropriate for most elements

	Writing Mechanics and Proofreading
	Spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors are minimal  after one or more people (in addition to the writer) read and revise the paper 
	Spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors are few after one or more people (in addition to the writer) read and revise the paper
	Spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors are numerous after one or more people (in addition to the writer) read and revise the paper
	Spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors are so numerous that they interfere with meaning and readability after one or more people (in addition to the writer) read and revise the paper

	Effort
	It appeared that the student made a notable attempt at all elements and double-checked work. Elements appear to be complete and detailed.
	It appeared that the student made an attempt at all or most of the elements. Most elements appear to be complete, detailed, and show effort.
	It appeared that the student made an attempt at some of the elements.  Details are lacking. More effort was needed.
	It appeared that the student made little effort in completing the assignment. Little or no work is evident.


Rubric:  Newspaper

Other Assessment Evidence: (Tests, quizzes, self-assessment, peer-assessment, etc.)

Homework, group work, journal responses, quizzes, and tests throughout the unit 

Library and Technology Skills: If appropriate summarize how library and technology skills are integrated within the unit and how you are collaborating with library and technology staff to plan and implement the unit. Librarians and technology teachers will assist in identifying appropriate sites, resources, and integrated opportunities.


Students will use the library for research on the time period.


Students will use Microsoft Publisher to produce their final product (newspaper).

Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives.


Identifying or inferring important characters, setting, problems, events, relationships and details within a written work


Making connections between the text and outside experiences and knowledge


Selecting, synthesizing and/or using relevant information within a written work to include in a response to or extension of the work 

Learning Activities with a Detailed Description

	Hook:  This fun-filled participatory activity focuses on key terms and vocabulary to be used in the unit and necessary for a thorough understanding of the novel.

Directions:  Students will randomly select word cards prepared by the teacher. (see attachment).  Students will form groups based on words they think belong together because of the word’s meaning or connotation.  Variations are possible.  Students will defend their groupings using definitions, prior knowledge and logical reasoning.  Each group will share this reasoning with the whole class.  After discussion, the class will make predictions about the novel they will be reading. (Fever 1793).

               Teachers and students may want to record and save the information (word groupings and defense) to revisit after completing the novel.




Sequence: List learning activities in sequence below and/or attach a daily activity chart. Please be specific. Star (*) activities that directly prepare students for CMT/CAPT.

1. journal prompts (see attached suggestions)

2. role play

grandfather’s death

reunion of Mattie and her mother

Mattie and grandfather forced to leave the wagon

Other of teacher’s choice

3. Chapter headnotes

Choose any three and explain how they add to comprehension of the story

4. Biography of real-life characters

Trading card format: picture on one side; information on the other

5. Map of Philadelphia, 1793

Include sites from story

6. Compare and contrast Mattie and her mother (essay or Venn diagram)

7. Poem

Read poem on p. 96 – and then write an original one in the same format, echoing the mood of the story.

8. Make a menu for the coffeehouse.

Use the food served at the time – create a menu and list prices in contemporary dollars.

9. Design an authentic headstone for grandfather.

10. Explain how Mattie changed over the course of the novel.(essay or Venn diagram)

11. Select and perform background music for three dramatic scenes. Explain choices.

12. Write and deliver a speech that President Washington might have made to calm the residents of Philadelphia during the fever.

13. Imagine that a movie is being made for Fever 1793, and you are chosen to be one of its stars.  Describe in detail the character you want to be and explain why you chose this character.

14. Create a time line in both words and pictures for the novel.

15. Write a sequel to the story. Describe what happens to Mattie, Nathaniel, Mattie’s mother, and Eliza in the next five to ten years.

16.   Using research on Philadelphia in 1793, compare/contrast the characters’ life    and times to yours.

Resources

Text:  Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson
Other Print Sources:  The American Plague: The Untold Story of Yellow Fever, The Epidemic That Shaped Our History by Molly Caldwell Crosby (teacher)

The Last Town In the World by Thomas Mullen (teacher)

Selections from Young Adult Literature on dealing with adversity/coming of age such as: The Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene


    Homecoming by Cynthia Voight (series)


    Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor (series)

Videotapes, DVDs or Films:

Software: Microsoft Word, Inspiration Software
Internet Sources with addresses and full title of the site: www.unitedstreaming.com
Databases:

Please Attach Supporting Materials.
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