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Course/Subject: Spanish

Grade(s): 8-12

Teacher(s): Benson, Fish, Fogel, Hanley, Merrill, O’Reilly, Rinninsland

Topic/Title: Mis Amigos y Yo

Length of Time for the UbD Unit: 4-6 weeks

Date the unit was reviewed by the UbD Team:9/01/06

Summary of the Unit:

In this beginning unit, the students will learn language to talk about themselves and their friends, primarily about activities they like and dislike, and personality traits.  The students will become more aware of the diversity of music and dance within the Spanish-speaking world.  The students will have ample comprehensible input in a multi-dimensional approach, which highlights storytelling, reading, listening activities, speaking activities, and authentic writing activities.

The unit will culminate with two authentic assessments, one written and one oral.  The students will write a letter about themselves and their friends.  They will converse with another student about themselves and a best friend.

Standards

Connecticut Curriculum Frameworks 
	Number
	Content Standard

	1.a

1.c Novice/Beginning 
	Students will engage in conversation, provide and obtain information, express feelings and exchange opinions.

	2.b

Novice/Beginning 
	Students will understand and interpret spoken and written language on a variety of topics

	7.a

7.b

Novice/Beginning 
	Students will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of that world language and their own.

	9.c Novice/Beginning 

	Students will use the world language both within and beyond the school setting for personal enjoyment, enrichment and active participation.



	4.f

Intermediate


	Students will demonstrate an understanding of the traditions, products and perspectives of the cultures studied.


Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O) – must have at least one overarching

1. Language serves a purpose and demands meaning, thought and structure. (O)

2. Effective communicators use specific techniques to help each other. (O)

3. Each country in the Spanish-speaking world has distinct musical styles and traditions. (T)

4. Each language has its own phonetic and writing system. (O)
	
	1. How can one express complex ideas, in writing and speaking, using simple terms?

2. What do good speakers sound like, what is a good listener, and what is “flow” in language?

3. How do I use my understanding of culture to communicate and function appropriately in another culture?

4. How do I use my knowledge of language and culture to enrich my life and broaden my opportunities?


Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

	The verb “gustar”


	Leisure activities: (infinitives)
	Personality traits: 
	El Caribe

	(Me gusta, no me gusta, me gusta mucho, no me gusta nada, no me gusta ni__ni__)
	Expressing agreement and disagreement using también/tampoco  
	Questions about personality 
	atrevido, paciente, reservado, ordenado simpático, talentoso, trabajador, gracioso, estudioso,artístico, impaciente,  desordenado, etc

	Vocabulary for Leisure Activities

(Infinitive forms of the verbs)
	Dances: merengue, cumbia, salsa, bachata, tango, flamenco, etc
	Definite and indefinite articles
	Placement of adjectives

	Negative words: no, ni, nada
	Carlos Santana, Selena, Gipsy Kings, Juanes, etc.
	Word order 
	Agreement of adjectives and nouns in number and gender

	Questions about likes/dislikes
	Cognates
	Colors


	1st, 2nd and 3rd person with the verb “gustar”


	Knowledge / Skills – (Students will know / be able to ….)_______________________

· Students will know vocabulary for describing leisure activities
· Students will know grammatical structures for creating meaningful language in the context of likes/dislikes
· Students will know how to recognize infinitives
· Students will know cognates have similar appearance and meaning in both English and Spanish
· Students will know how to form negatives in Spanish
· Students will know how to express agreement/disagreement regarding likes/ dislikes
· Students will know vocabulary for personality traits
· Students will know most adjectives have both masculine and feminine forms
· Students will know the definite and indefinite articles
· Students will know most adjectives usually come after the noun they describe
· Students will be able to understand, express, comprehend and write about their preferences in leisure activities and their personality traits, as well as those of their peers
· Students will be able to recognize infinitives and cognates
· Students will be able to compare construction of negatives in both English and Spanish
· Students will be able to recognize the diversity of music and dance within the Spanish-speaking world


Assessment with a Detailed Description

1. Written Performance Assessment:

Content Standards: 

	2
	Students will understand and interpret spoken and written language on a variety of topics


	7
	Students will demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of that world language and their own.


	9
	Students will use the world language both within and beyond the school setting for personal enjoyment, enrichment and active participation.




Authentic Assessment: 

It has been said that our friends reveal a lot about ourselves.  As this new school year begins, your Spanish teacher would like to know more about you.  In Spanish write her a detailed letter about yourself and 3 or 4 of your friends.  In your letter, include activities you and your friends enjoy, those you do not enjoy and personality traits of each of you. 

Rubric for Performance-Based Assessment 
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Amount of information
	Mentions several details about 4 friends/self
	Mentions some details about 3 friends/self
	Mentions few details about 2 friends/self
	Mentions very few details about friends/self

	Clarity


	Errors do not interfere with meaning at all. Great clarity in writing..
	More than a few errors but meaning is still clear.
	Errors begin to interfere with meaning and some things are not clear.
	Many errors interfere with clarity of written message.

	Organization
	Very well organized piece of writing. Excellent flow.


	Well-organized piece of writing
	Somewhat organized.  Flow is choppy.
	Not well organized. No flow at all.

	Risk-taking

(Variety of sentences)
	Successfully uses transition words, variety of structures and creativity in writing. Sentences show rich, contextual detail.
	Limited use of transition words, some variety and some creativity.

Sentences show some detail.
	Few or no transition words are used.  Little variety or creativity in writing. Sentences lack detail.
	No transitions are used. Sentences are lacking in variety or detail


16=A,   15-12= B,    11-8= C,    7-4=D

Self Assessment for Written Performance Task

Mis Amigos y yo

(Students should answer these questions after handing in the Written Performance Task)

1.  While accomplishing this task, did you feel that the teacher and his/her lessons adequately prepared you?

2.  Did you create a rough draft and have it corrected by the teacher?  Was this a helpful step in accomplishing the task?

3.  Did you have questions and/or problems as you were writing your final draft?

4.  At this point in time, do you think you would be able to write a pen pal letter to a Spanish-speaker and be understood?  Do you feel able to communicate some basic information about you and your friends?

2. Oral Performance Assessment:

Content Standard:

	1
	Students will engage in conversation, provide and obtain information, express feelings and exchange opinions.

	2
	Students will understand and interpret spoken and written language on a variety of topics


Authentic Assessment
    You are an exchange student in a school in Mexico, meeting a new friend for the first time.  Share a picture of yourself and your best friend with this new friend from Mexico. With another student role-play a “getting to know you” conversation which involves questions and answers about your names, health, personality traits, and likes and dislikes. Allow the conversation to “flow”, listening and anticipating questions about yourself and your best friend from home.  Be sure to provide comprehensible answers to your listener. 
Rubric for Performance-Based Assessment 
	Criteria
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Number and variety of ideas shared
	Role-play 5 questions and answers using much variety.
	Role-play 4 questions and answers using variety.
	Role-play 3 questions and answers using little variety.
	Role-play 2 questions and answers using no variety.

	Correctness of speech
	Errors do not interfere with meaning. No repetition of errors. Self-corrections applied.
	Errors slightly interfere with meaning.  Some repetition of errors.  Some self-correction applied.
	Errors do interfere with meaning. Frequent repetition of errors.  Little self-correction.
	Errors greatly interfere with meaning.  Much repetition of error.  No

Self-correction.

	Ability to sustain natural conversation
	No pauses or false starts.
	Few pauses or false starts.
	Frequent pauses and false starts.
	Many long pauses and false starts.


12=A,    11-9=B,    8-6=C,    5-3=D

Oral Assessment

How well do you feel that you have met the objectives of this chapter?  Please rate the following criteria.  Circle your answer using this scale:

3= strongly agree
2= somewhat agree 
1= not at all

1.  I am able to talk about activities that I like and don’t like to do.


3   2   1

2.  I am able to ask others what they like and don’t like to do.


3   2   1

3.  I am able to talk about personality traits and use adjectives to 

     describe people.







  
3   2   1

Did you have a favorite activity during this unit?  Give a brief explanation. 

Other Assessment Evidence:

Quizzes in Italics:

Vocabulary Recognition 1A-1


Vocabulary Production  1A-2


Infinitives  1A-3 (optional)


Negatives  1A-4 (optional)


Expressing agreement or disagreement 1A-5 (optional)


Vocabulary Recognition 1B-1


Vocabulary Production 1B-2


Adjectives 1B-3


Definite and Indefinite Articles 1B-4


Placement of Adjectives 1B-5 (optional)

Chapter Exams:  1A, 1B


Audio Packets 1A, 1B


Internet Self-Test 1A, 1B (optional)


TPRS Reading Test 1A, 1B (optional)


Self-Assessment

Library and Technology Skills: 
·   CD’s with various types of music from the Spanish speaking world

·  Video clips are optional.  These are used primarily to give the students an understanding of musical artists in the Spanish-speaking world.  The videos also depend on teacher’s resources within his/her own school settings. (Netflix.com is a wonderful resource also)

·   DVD:  “Real Women have Curves” (Most appropriate for High School students)

This is the story of Ana, a first generation Mexican-American teenager on the verge of becoming a woman. She lives in the predominately Latino community of East Los Angeles. Freshly graduated from high school, Ana receives a full scholarship to Columbia University. Her very traditional, old-world parents feel that now is the time for Ana to help provide for the family, not the time for college. Torn between her mainstream ambitions and her cultural heritage she agrees to work with her mother at her sister's downtown LA sewing factory. Over the summer she learns to admire the hardworking team of women who teach her solidarity and teamwork. Still at odds with what her mother expects of her, Ana realizes that leaving home to continue her education is essential to finding her place proudly in the world as an American and Chicana.

·   DVD:  “Selena in Concert”

·   DVD:  “For Love or Country”

“For Love or Country” is the story of the world-renowned trumpet player, Arturo Sandoval, from Cuba.   Music was his passion. Freedom was his dream. 



Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives.

·   Students will write a one-page response to one of the four CAPT questions based on the DVD, “Real Women have Curves” (optional)
· Teacher may substitute another video which may be more appropriate to their students
Answer (one of ) the following four questions related to the movie you just watched.  You may answer the questions in any order you wish.  Respond to each question as completely as possible and remember to use examples from the story to support your conclusions.

1.  
What are your thoughts and questions about the story?  You might reflect on 

the characters, their problems, the author's use of symbolism, the title or other ideas in the story.  

2.  Choose a quotation from the story and explain what you think the quotation means as it relates to the elements of the story, such as the characters or the theme.
3. With which character, event or events in the story can you most closely relate?  When have you or someone you know needed to make a similar decision or been able to make a similar realization?  Use examples of the specific actions, reactions, or feelings of one of the story’s characters and connect them to your own experiences or other experiences you may have read about or seen.

4. Evaluate this story.  What qualities does it have that make it effective or ineffective for you as a reader?     Give specific examples from the story to support your reasons for your evaluation.

Learning Activities with a Detailed Description

	Hook: 

The teacher creates a story about a famous Hispanic with the idea that this person is a personal friend. Using the theme “Mis Amigos y Yo” the teacher introduces the friend using the vocabulary about likes/dislikes, and personality traits. This story can be taught using the TPRS method of introducing new vocabulary first, storytelling and practicing with questions and answers. (Carlos Santana, Selena, etc)

This hook can be done more than once throughout the unit to introduce various famous Hispanics in the artistic world.


Sequence: List learning activities in sequence.

1. Introduce the UNIT.  Hand out Essential Questions.  Post them in room.  Discuss enduring understandings and BIG ideas.  Discuss the Performance Tasks with the students.  

2. Introduce the HOOK for 1A, using activities and le gusta.  

3. Teach the beginning lesson, A Primera Vista, using the Transparencies provided with the text.  Students will also be given CLIP ART from the chapter.  The CLIP ART will be used on consecutive days to help with mastering vocabulary and questioning and answering techniques in the language.

4. Have students read and translate the new content from the first two pages of the chapter.  (Workbook, 1A-1 – 1A-4)

5. Read Videohistoria and show video.  (p. 28+29)

6. Begin “Manos a la Obra”, writing and speaking activities.  Alternate between text and CLIP ART manipulatives for these activities ( p. 30-33)

7. Use TPRS text for Chapter 1A.  Teach personalized mini-situations throughout the course of the lesson and finish with the Extended Reading.  (Alternate plan: Use Episodios stories each week from beginning of TPR book to practice reading in the language.

8. Introduce Conexiones p. 35 and read together with the students.  Do the reading on p. 42 “Te gusta bailar”.

9. Invite native speaker of Spanish to teach a dance to students. 

10. Introduce “Gramática”  p. 36-38.  Show Gramactiva video. 

(Workbook 1A-5 – 1A-7)

11. (Workbook : Puzzle 1A-8 and Organizer 1A-9)

·  Quizzes will be administered throughout the Unit

·  Final Assessment for first part of Unit, Examen 1A

12. Introduce the HOOK for 1B, using personality traits.  A similar hook may be used each day for the first week of the Unit.

  (Use both male and female artists to stress the differences in adjectives with gender)

13. Follow the same steps as above for Chapter 1-B.  Use the exercises from the textbook, using the Videohistoria and speaking activities to ensure practice and proficiency with the material.  The workbook pages should be completed as the lessons are taught.

14. Also, throughout this part of the Unit show short clips from videos about famous Hispanic singers, musicians, etc.  (Selena in Concert, Arturo Sandoval from “For Love or Country”, etc)  With students, create a written description about each singer/musician, using vocabulary about likes, dislikes and personality traits.  

Example template:  

Selena es una cantante tejana.  Ella es muy talentosa.  No es ni perezosa ni impaciente.  A ella le gusta cantar mucho.  Tambien le gusta bailar y escuchar música.  Segun sus fanáticos, ella es maravillosa.  

15. The students will use the template above to write about their own friends.  Have them do a rough draft for homework about 3 of their friends and themselves.  Correct the rough draft and hand back to students.  They will use this to help them with the Written Performance Assessment.

16. Once the chapter is well covered, have students do the Internet Self-Test.  

17. Assign the Authentic Assessment for the written performance task.  Hand out the description of the project and the rubrics.  This may be done either in class or out of class.

18. Give Exam 1B

19. Hand out the description and rubrics for the second Authentic Assessment. This is an oral assessment.  The students will practice in class with different partners speaking about their friend.  After 3 or 4 practice sessions the students should be ready to go.

Resources

Text: Realidades
Other Print Sources: TPRS book, 

Realidades workbook

Videotapes, DVDs or Films: 

“Real Women Have Curves”

 “Selena in Concert”

“ For Love or Country”

Software:

Internet Sources with addresses and full title of the site:

Phschool.com (Use web codes found in Textbook for Ch. 1A and Ch. 1B)




 UbD Unit Template 
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