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Course/Subject: Reading and Language Arts
Grade(s): Second Grade
Teacher(s): R. Walsh, D. Fails, T. Allyn
Topic/Title:  Nonfiction

Length of Time for the UbD Unit:  4 –6 Weeks
Date the unit was reviewed by the UbD Team:

Summary of the Unit:

This unit introduces students to nonfiction texts.  The students will be able to distinguish between fiction and nonfiction texts and/or articles. Students will select several nonfiction sources to research a topic of their choice and write an article for a magazine.
Standards

Connecticut Curriculum Framework(s):

	Number
	Content Standard

	1.1a
	Identify important ideas and details within a work and use prior knowledge to make inferences about them

	1.1b
	Identify structure of text to aid in initial comprehension and the construction of meaning

	1.2c
	Retell and summarize by selecting the most important facts and ideas from informational and narrative texts

	4.1a
	Demonstrate basic print concepts and structural features of text and identify literary works as fiction or nonfiction

	4.1b
	Identify the ways in which the various genre differ from each other


Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O) – must have at least one overarching

1. T Different types of texts have different purposes and structures (fiction vs. nonfiction)
2. O Understanding a text’s purpose and structure helps a reader better understand its meaning
3. O Effective readers use specific strategies to help them better understand text they are reading
	
	1. Why read nonfiction?
2. What is unique about nonfiction?
3. How do I read nonfiction differently than fiction?


Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

	Nonfiction
	Fact
	Article
	

	Fiction
	Topic sentence
	Topic
	

	Fantasy
	Paragraph
	
	

	Bibliography
	Punctuation
	
	

	KWL
	Summary
	
	


	Knowledge / Skills – (Students will know / be able to ….)_______________________

· The purpose of nonfiction texts
· The characteristics of nonfiction texts
· The difference between fiction and nonfiction
· Use graphic organizers
· Use titles, table of contents, chapter headings and indexes to locate information 
· Read nonfiction materials for answers to specific questions or for specific purposes
· Connect and compare information across nonfiction selections
· Create a modified bibliography
· Write a short nonfiction article



Assessment with a Detailed Description

All performance assessments will be graded using a specified set of criteria known to students. An assessment may address more than one standard. Every standard must be assessed.

Content Standard(s):

	1.2c
	Retell and summarize by selecting the most important facts and ideas from informational and narrative texts


Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

1.  Students will write a simple research article for a magazine. Each child will gather information from a variety of nonfiction sources to create their article.  The article will include a title, a topic sentence, a paragraph summarizing the important facts and a modified bibliography.

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Include here or attach at the end.
Other Assessment Evidence: (Tests, quizzes, self-assessment, peer-assessment, etc.)

· Classroom discussion 

· Completed  KWL charts 

· Completed bibliography note cards

· Self assessment

Library and Technology Skills: If appropriate summarize how library and technology skills are integrated within the unit and how you are collaborating with library and technology staff to plan and implement the unit. Librarians and technology teachers will assist in identifying appropriate sites, resources, and integrated opportunities.

· Identify the parts of a book

· Alphabetizing

· How to use a table of contents and an index

· How to write a modified bibliography

· How to locate nonfiction books in the library media center

· How to locate nonfiction books using OPAC

· How to bookbag books using OPAC

· Using web sites to locate information

· Note taking techniques

· Word processing skills

· Cutting and pasting

· Inserting images

· Multi-tasking between two programs

· Use of “Kidspiration” as a note-taking tool

Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives.

· Forming an Initial Understanding

· Developing an Interpretation

· Demonstrating a Critical Stance

Learning Activities with a Detailed Description

	Hook:

After reading a fiction book on a topic begin asking children questions about the topic. “How can we find out the answers?”  Visit the library and have students get a nonfiction book on the topic and read it to the class. 


Sequence: List learning activities in sequence below and/or attach a daily activity chart. Please be specific. Star (*) activities that directly prepare students for CMT/CAPT.

1. After reading a fiction book the class will complete a T-chart on fact/fantasy.
2.  After reading one fiction and one nonfiction selection on the same topic, the class will complete a Venn diagram.

3.  Teacher will model reading a variety of nonfiction selections. Discussion shall include important parts of a nonfiction piece, purpose for reading nonfiction and strategies for locating specific information. (Use both books and magazine articles)

4. Students will read a variety of nonfiction books and magazine articles.

5. The class will create a chart of characteristics of nonfiction selections.

6. Create a class chart to categorize books read as fiction or nonfiction.

7. Have a classroom bulletin board – Is it real or Is it fantasy?  Students put up pictures or sentences and place under appropriate the heading.

8. Teacher models note taking from nonfiction – complete KWL chart.

9. Students independently read a nonfiction piece and complete a KWL chart.

10. Students complete written comprehension questions based on the nonfiction books read.

11. Brainstorm different sources of information children might use to find out about a topic.

12. Teacher models creating topic sentences from KWL charts.

13. Students practice writing topic sentences from KWL charts.

14. Teacher models writing complete sentences from notes.

15. Students practice writing complete sentences from notes.

16. Students select one of their KWL charts to use as the basis for their article.

17. Students select one of their KWL charts to use as the basis for their articles.

18. Students will complete a research article.

19. Teacher will model the modified bibliography writing

20. Students will complete a modified bibliography and note cards.

Resources

Text:  Teacher’s choice dependent upon the nonfiction topic selected.

Other Print Sources:  Nonfiction books and magazine articles

Videotapes, DVDs or Films:

Software:  Kidspiration and Microsoft Word

Internet Sources with addresses and full title of the site:

Enchanted Learning  http://www.enchantedlearning.com
Databases:

Please Attach Supporting Materials.
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