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Course/Subject:  Language Arts


Grade(s): 7

Teacher(s): Phyllis Schneider, Salisbury; Jeanine Coleman, Salisbury; Joann Tapley, Salisbury; Susan Vanicky, Cornwall; Brian White, Kent; C.C. Nielsen, Sharon; Cheryl Paulsen, Sharon; Karen MacInnes, Sharon; Paula Rogers, Falls Village; Joan Wingard, Falls Village

Topic/Title: Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang

Length of Time for the UbD Unit: 15-25 - 40 min. class periods

Date the unit was reviewed by the UbD Team: 8/31/06

Summary of the Unit: 

Red Scarf Girl by Ji-Li Jiang is a poignant memoir of Ji-Li, a twelve year old girl who survives the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Chairman Mao and his Red Guards are imposing their ideology on the people of China during one of the most terrifying times in Chinese history. It is a heart wrenching account of a girl who is torn between the love of her family and her dedication to the leader of her country.


In this unit students will understand how a political group uses propaganda to gain and maintain control of a country. Students will create a commercial to demonstrate the understanding of propaganda. This memoir conveys how a cultural revolution in a country creates major changes and compromises basic freedoms. Students will understand that a memoir is one person’s experiences. This book is a good link with seventh grade social studies.

Standards

Connecticut Curriculum Framework(s):

	Number
	Content Standard

	1.1
	Students use appropriate strategies before, during and after reading in order to construct meaning.

	1.2
	Students interpret, analyze, and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation.

	2.4
	Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts.


Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O) – must have at least one overarching

1. Memoirs communicate information about authentic events and people.

2. Cultural revolutions in a society create major change and upheaval, and may compromise basic freedoms.

3. Political groups may use propaganda to gain and maintain control of various countries. 

4. Knowledge is power.

 
	
	1. How do childhood experiences and personal choices mold the person you become as an adult?

2. To what extent does propaganda influence society?

3. How do you recognize propaganda and to what extent do you let propaganda influence you?

4. How does one person follow his conscience when it is different from current political values?


Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

	pernicious
	detrimental
	capitalist
	imperialism

	delicacies
	resolutely
	pedicab
	exploitation

	auspicious
	submissively
	counterrevolutionary
	propaganda

	bourgeoise
	xenophile
	detainment
	revisionist

	proletarians
	communism
	feudalism
	socialism/socialist


	Knowledge / Skills – (Students will know / be able to ….)_______________________

· Students will know how to interpret and evaluate the influence of culture, ethnicity, and historical eras on themes and issues in literature.

· Students will know the historical events/climate that provides the framework for the memoir.

· Students will know that a memoir is based on person’s experiences.

· Students will be able to identify propaganda.

· Students will be able to identify the values of their own cultures.

· Students will be able to construct meaningful and specific individual connections to a text that represents different social, historical, or cultural dimensions.




Assessment with a Detailed Description

Content Standard(s): 1.2 Students interpret, analyze, and evaluate text in order to extend understanding and appreciation.
Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

 You have learned a lot of important information regarding the Chinese Cultural Revolution. You have witnessed an event in the Chinese Cultural Revolution and you need to communicate this story to the rest of the world.
Key Criteria:



•
Use word publisher for a newspaper format.

•
Write a detailed newspaper article that depicts an event of the Cultural Revolution.

•    Include a minimum of 4 photos with a brief explanation of each photo. 

http://www.artelino.com/articles/chinese-propaganda-posters.asp
http://www.emp.com/product_catalog/school/litLink/Grade07/U01-06destroythe4olds/
•
The article must have a title and your name must appear on the article.

•
The article must contain the answers to the following questions: who? what? when? where? why? how?

Possible Modification:  Select 4 photos of the Chinese Cultural Revolution with a brief explanation of each photo.

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) – See Attached.
Each student will self assess using the rubric and answer the questions:

 What were my strengths?

 What could or should I have done differently?

Content Standard(s): 2.4 Students recognize that readers and authors are influenced by individual, social, cultural and historical contexts.

Performance – Based Assessment(s): 

Create a commercial in which you use 3 out of 5 propaganda techniques to promote your product. You are the script writer and director of your own 30 second commercial.


Key Criteria:



·The commercial must be 30 seconds in length.

·It must include 3 out of 5 propaganda techniques (bandwagon, glittering,      

 generalities, plain folks, name calling and transfer).



·It must have an approved storyboard and script prior to taping.




·The content must be school appropriate.

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) – See attached.

Other Assessment Evidence: 
(Content Standard 1.1)-  On-going discussions and journal reflections. (See attached)

Library and Technology Skills:

Librarians and technology teachers will assist in identifying appropriate sites, resources, and integrated opportunities.

· Video camera

· Websites cited in activities section.

· Technology – Word Publisher Format

· Library skills –
News article format


Bibliography format

Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives;

· Forming a general understanding

· Developing interpretation

· Making reader/text connections

· Examining the content and structure

Learning Activities with a Detailed Description

Hook:  (Choose one or both)

	1. Map Activity:

Distribute a blank map of China. Using an atlas, identify and label the following:  

Major cities – Beijing, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Xian

Major Rivers – Yellow River, Yangtze River, Pearl River

Major Waters – Pacific Ocean, South China Sea

Major Sites – Great Wall, Forbidden City



	2. Timeline Activity:

The Cultural Revolution has played an important part in the history of China. Using the following sites and Inspiration to create a timeline. You must create a timeline of a minimum of 5 events that charts events leading up to the Cultural Revolution and ending with Mao’s death in 1976. 

Websites:

http://www.willard.k12.mo.us/co/tech/Document/timeline2.xls


http://library.thinkquest.org/26469/cultual-revolution/history.htm?tqskip1&tqtime=0318
http://www-chaos.umd.edu/history/prc3html
http://chineseculture.about.com/cs/culturerevolution/
http://members.fortunecity.com/stalinmao/China/Cultural/Cultural.html



Activities: 
Star (*) activities that directly prepare students for CMT/CAPT.

(This is a menu of learning activities. Teachers will select activities appropriate for learning styles of their students.)

1. See attached list of comprehension questions sequenced chapter by chapter.

2. *List various choices Ji-Li has made throughout the novel. Determine what impacts her decisions.

3. During the Cultural Revolution the propaganda walls were often covered with critical statements. Have the class create a bulletin board of positive statements, headed “Freedom of Speech.”

4. In a small group select a passage from the book, prepare a script of the passage, and then perform the scene.

5. *Using the internet have the students access  www.jilijiang.com.

Have the students read about the author. Write a paragraph introducing Ji-Li Jiang.

6. *”The Shifting Winds of Communist Policies” Activity. (see attached)

7. *Have students compile several of the sayings from the da-zi-bao, the propaganda posters criticizing the educational system. Refer students to the glossary at the back of the book if they need help with unfamiliar terms. Lead a discussion to determine whether these sayings are composed mostly of fact or opinion.

Cite other instances in both world and U.S. history when propaganda has been used toward political ends.

8.  *Ask students to consider the differences in how various characters feel throughout the Cultural Revolution, and have them write a paragraph from the perspective of one of the following characters: Ji-Li’s father; her brother. Ji-yong; Ji-Li’s friend from junior high school, Chang Hong; and Ji-Li’s grandmother.

9. *How does Ji-Li’s opinion about the Communist Party and its beloved leader, Mao Ze-dong, change over the course of her story? Name some of the most crucial events in the memoir and explain how they change Ji-Li’s feelings about the party.

10. To understand Chinese propaganda, access the site http://artelino.com/articles/chinese-propaganda-posters.asp  Choose two posters, copy onto Microsoft word and write a paragraph describing the poster and the intent of the message.

11. Journal reflections and responses. (See attached.)

Resources

Text: Red Scarf Girl; A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by Ji-Li Jiang

Other Print Sources: China Son by Da Chen

Videotapes, DVDs or Films:

Software: 
Inspiration



Microsoft Word



Microsoft Publisher

Internet Sources with addresses and full title of the site:


http://www.artelino.com/articles/chinese-propaganda-posters.asp

http://www.emp.com/product_catalog/school/litLink/Grade07/U01-06destroythe4olds/
Databases:
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