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Course/Subject: English/Social Studies

Grade(s): 6-9

Teacher(s): Lisa Carter, Bonnie Kinsman, Francine Lavoie, Susan Vanicky

Topic/Title: The Research Cycle

Length of Time for the UbD Unit: TBD

Date the unit was reviewed by the UbD Team: 09/01/2006

Summary of the Unit:

Research is the creative searching for answers to significant questions. Writing a research paper is, in part, learning how to teach oneself. There is no better way to hone the skills of life-long learning than by writing individual research papers. The process forces students to ask questions, find the sources to answer them, present their answers to an audience and defend their answers with the evidence that they have discovered during this process. These are skills that students will use in any profession they may pursue. This research unit will help students understand all the components of the research cycle by breaking it into discrete steps, which can be taught as individual lessons. The end result will be that students can to develop a thesis, seek and evaluate sources for their relevance, authority and accuracy, balance those sources to develop a convincing argument, cite their work properly and organize their thoughts into a cogent and convincing argument that is effectively expressed in writing.
Note: The appendices for MLA citation and graphic organizers will be sent as hard copy and will be kept on file in the individual schools.

Standards

Connecticut Curriculum Framework(s):

	Number
	Content Standard

	SS1
	Students will develop historical thinking, including chronological thinking and recognizing change over time; contextualizing, comprehending, and analyzing historical literature; researching historical sources, understanding the concept of historical causation, understanding competing narratives and interpretation, and constructing narratives and interpretations.

	SS3
	Students will apply their understanding of historical periods, issues and trends to examine such historical themes as ideals, beliefs and institutions, conflict resolution; human movement and interaction; and science and technology in order to understand how the world came to be the way it is.

	LA 

Writing
	Students will produce written, oral and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and experiences.

	LA 

Writing
	Students will prepare, publish and present work appropriate to audience, purpose, and task.

	LA

Writing
	Students will employ research skills.



	LA 

Writing
	Students will identify and use primary and secondary sources to paraphrase, elaborate on and integrate information into a final product, eg., news article, research paper, or documentary.

	LA

Writing
	Students will apply the conventions of Standard English language in oral and written communication.


Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O) – must have at least one overarching

1. Research allows for exploration. It answers some questions and at the same time may raise some new ones, promoting a deeper understanding of a given topic.

2. Facts are interesting, but only useful when interpreted in a more specific context (e.g., problem-solving, decision-making, persuasive argument)

3. Effective communication is clear, organized, relevant, substantiated and directed to the intended audience.
	
	1. Why do we conduct research?

2. Why is audience important?

3. How do I choose a good source(s) for my topic?

4. Why do we give credit to others for existing research?


Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

(See appendix for definitions)

	analyze
	currency
	introduction
	primary source

	artifact
	data
	MLA
	propaganda

	bias
	edit
	note-taking
	resource

	bibliography
	et al
	outlining
	rough draft

	cite
	evaluation
	paraphrase
	secondary source

	citation
	footnote
	periodical
	summarize

	conclusion
	hypothesis
	perspective
	thesis

	copywright
	interpretation
	plagiarism
	topic


	Knowledge / Skills – (Students will know / be able to ….)_______________________

· Formulate appropriate historical (overarching) questions to guide student research

· Identify, evaluate (critically and by category) and select appropriate sources to support research

· Take notes according to Region One specified format

· Analyze, interpret and apply facts/information within a broader context

· Communicate in writing by effectively organizing information, following grammatical standards and addressing the intended audience

· Appropriately cite and list sources according to Region One standards (MLA)


Assessment with a Detailed Description

All performance assessments will be graded using a specified set of criteria known to students. An assessment may address more than one standard. Every standard must be assessed.

Content Standard(s):

Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

Please see Appendix B for a sample template for each assessment.

1.  
Forming a Thesis Statement


Goal:

Students will be able to draft a thesis statement to be used as the 


centerpiece for any particular research project.


Role:

 Students will take on the role of a teaching assistant.



Audience:
The audience is the teacher for whom the student works. Thus, 



it is up to the teacher to evaluate the validity and level of 




completion for the resulting thesis statement.


Situation:
The teaching assistant is assisting with the preparation of a 



research paper. He/she must read several articles on 




a particular topic and develop a thesis statement based on 



his/her understanding and synthesis of that information.


Product:
A completed thesis statement that meets the criteria specified in 


the assessment accompanied by the notes students made to help 


them complete their work (i.e. brainstorming notes, graphic 



organizer, lists of topics/ideas, etc.)


Standards/


Criteria:
The Connecticut Framework Standards cited earlier in 




this unit will apply to this assessment. In addition, the 

 


thesis statement must meet the following criteria:

· It is a statement not a question.

· The statement should not be written in the first person.

· A thesis should be interesting and thought provoking – not obvious.

· The statement must be clear and concise. It does not have to be long or complicated. 

2.
Identifying and Evaluating Resources 


Goal:

Students will be able to identify internet resources that are 



relevant to a particular research endeavor and then evaluate 



them in terms of integrity and value of information.


Role:

Students will take on the role of a teaching assistant



Audience:
The audience is the teacher for whom the student works. Thus it 


is up to the teacher to evaluate the validity and level of 




completion for the resulting internet source evaluation


Situation:
The teaching assistant will have to examine several internet 



resources and then evaluate them for relevance to thesis and 



integrity of information.


Product:
A completed table that accurately evaluates each of the Internet 


      
sites according to the given criteria and provides an explanation 


for those evaluations.


Standards/


Criteria:
The Connecticut Framework Standards cited earlier in 




this unit will apply to this assessment. In addition the 




websites must be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· Content

· Design

· Currency

· Authority

· Purpose

3.
Taking Notes 


Goal:

Students will be able to read resources and select and note 



information relevant to a particular research topic.


Role:

Students will take on the role of a teaching assistant whose task 



it is to assist a teacher with the various steps involved in writing 


a research paper.


Audience:
The audience is the teacher for whom the student works. Thus it 


is up to the teacher to evaluate the validity and level of 




completion for the resulting note taking examples


Situation:
The teaching assistant will have to examine several


          


resources that relate to a particular thesis. He/she will have to  




take notes according to the types of information requested by 



the teacher so that he/she may have enough information to 



prepare the research paper. 


Product:
A set of note cards that are properly colored/coded (per 




directions) that includes an example of the various note 




taking methods – direct quotation, summary and paraphrasing. 


Standards/


Criteria:
The Connecticut Framework Standards cited earlier in 




this unit will apply to this assessment. In addition the 




thesis statement must include the following examples:


· Direct quotation

· Summary

· Paraphrase

· Works cited according to MLA standards on back of note cards

4.
Works Cited 


Goal:

Students will be able to prepare a bibliography and  




properly cite a variety of resources within a research paper 



using the MLA standards.


Role:

Students will take on the role of a teaching assistant.



Audience:
The audience is the teacher for whom the student works. Thus it 


is up to the teacher to evaluate conformance to MLA standards 



with regard to works cited within the written text as well as the



bibliography.


Situation:
The teaching assistant’s task will be to write a brief essay based 


on reading a few sources on a particular topic. The essay must  



include proper citation of a variety of resources and a 


                    bibliography at the end.


Product:
A properly written and cited essay that includes a complete 



bibliography.


Standards/


Criteria:
The Connecticut Framework Standards cited earlier in 




this unit will apply to this assessment. In addition the 




thesis statement must include the following examples of cited 



works:

· A book

· An internet resource

· A periodical

· An encyclopedia


· A textbook

5.
Organizing Information 


Goal:

Students will be able to organize information they have 




collected for a research project so that it serves as a 




foundation for the written product.


Role:

Students will take on the role of a teaching assistant.


Audience:
The audience is the teacher for whom the student works. Thus it 


is up to the teacher to evaluate the validity and level of 




completion for the resulting note taking examples


Situation:
The teaching assistant’s task is to organize information in 



preparation for writing a research paper. The assistant will be 



given a series of notes. He/she must select an organizing format 


(e.g. Venn diagram, concept map, traditional outline format) 



that is most relevant to the type of information contained in the 



notes and then properly use that tool to organize the notes as the 


basis for the final written product.


Product:
A completed graphic organizer that serves as the basis for the 



student’s written product.


Standards/


Criteria:
The Connecticut Framework Standards cited earlier in 




this unit will apply to this assessment. In addition the 




thesis statement must meet the following criteria:

· Correct selection of organizer

· Logical categorization and sequencing of information

· Information relevant to research endeavor

· Work properly cited

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Include here or attach at the end.

Rubrics are attached at the end of each assessment in Appendix B.

Other Assessment Evidence: (tests, quizzes, self-assessment, peer-assessment, etc.)

Homework, group work and quizzes throughout the lesson to reinforce the skills learned each day.

Library and Technology Skills: When appropriate identify how library and technology skills are integrated within the unit and how you are collaborating with library and technology staff to plan and implement the unit. Librarians and technology teachers will assist in identifying appropriate sites, resources, and integrated opportunities.

·  The library is a valuable resource for student research. Teachers should take the opportunity to work with library media specialists when teaching and discussing the steps involved in conducting research. Trips to the library are recommended for the lessons that focus on thesis development and resource evaluation.

· Students will use technology to investigate and evaluate various websites appropriate to their topic. Teachers should work with those responsible for computer technology within their individual schools regarding the proper and effective use of the Internet.

Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives.

· Generating ideas requires students to select and limit topics

· Drawing upon personal knowledge as well as other sources

· Setting purposes

Suggestions for Lesson Development

Sequence: List learning activities in sequence below and/or attach a daily activity chart. Please be specific. Star (*) activities that directly prepare students for CMT/CAPT.

The following activities can be used in teaching the content for each segment of the research cycle:

1. Teach/review vocabulary terms.
2. Discuss the topic (e.g. thesis, citation, note-taking, etc.) and its relevance  
    to the research cycle.

3. Model examples of the lesson's expected product (thesis statement, sample notes  

    cards, graphic organizer, etc.).

4. Provide individual/group exercises to produce a specific output (e.g. thesis      

     statement, resource list, note cards, etc.).

5. Assess to evaluate student competence in completing each step of the 

    research  cycle.

Suggested “mini-lessons” for organizing information include:

Venn Diagrams


*comparing & contrasting


recognizing important information (as opposed to interesting )


using key words & phrases


paraphrasing


logically ordering information

Concept Maps


*supporting an idea (or thesis)


main topic or idea ( or thesis)


subtopics


supporting details


recognizing important information (as opposed to interesting background)


using key words & phrases


paraphrasing


logically ordering information

Outlines


*outline format

main topics or ideas


subtopics


supporting details


recognizing important information


using key words & phrases or complete sentences as format dictates


paraphrasing


logically ordering information

Resources

Additional resources may be used at the discretion of individual teachers.

Text:

Other Print Sources:

Videotapes, DVDs or Films:

Software:
Inspiration by Inspiration Software, Inc.

Internet Sources (with addresses and full title of the site):

Databases:

Please Attach Supporting Materials.
Connecticut Mastery Test - CMT
Grades 4,6, and 8

	Reading

Degrees of Reading Power (DRP)


This test assesses understanding of nonfiction English prose on a graduated scale of reading difficulty using multiple-choice items.  It consists of passages in which words are omitted.   For each question, students must choose the most context-appropriate word.

Reading Comprehension


This test consists of both fiction and nonfiction passages.

Test Objectives

 Students should demonstrate understanding of…

Forming an Initial Understanding

· Determining the main idea

· Identifying or inferring important characters, settings, problems, events, relationships and details within a written work

· Selecting and using relevant information from a written work in order to summarize

· Using context clues to determine meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words of figurative language

Developing an Interpretation

· making connections between the text and outside experiences and knowledge

· identifying or inferring the author’s use of structure/organizational patterns

· drawing conclusions about the author’s purpose in including or omitting specific details in a written work

· using evidence from the text to draw and/or support a conclusion

Demonstrating a Critical Stance

· using information from the text to make a prediction based on what is read

· analyzing the author’s craft, including use of literary devices

· evaluating explicit and implicit information and themes within a written work

· selecting, synthesizing and/or using relevant information within a written work to include in a response to or extension of the work

· demonstrating an awareness of values, customs, ethics, and beliefs included in a written work


	Writing

Direct Assessment of Writing


This test assesses how well students communicate a complete message in a coherent, elaborated and organized way.

     Grade 4- Written response to a narrative prompt
· Tell a story

· Describe characters, settings and events fully, completely and sequentially

     Grade 6 – Students respond in writing to an expository prompt

· Provide an explanation about a person, situation or thing

· Present and support ideas clearly, completely and in an organized fashion

     Grade 8 – Students respond in writing to a persuasive prompt

· state a position on a particular topic

· support the position with specific details

· organize ideas so that the reader will be persuaded

Editing and Revising 


This test assesses student achievement in writing conventions such as spelling, grammar and usage



	
	Mathematics

	
	                                           


Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT) – Student Objectives 

	CAPT Reading Framework

The three types are literary, informational and persuasive.  Three levels of interaction with text are included: 

· Describing the text

· Personalizing and interpreting the test

· Moving beyond the text


	CAPT Writing Framework

The writing framework is based on the premise that students should be able to write for different audiences.

· Generating ideas requires students to select and limit topics

· Draw upon personal knowledge as well as other sources

· Set purposes



	READING ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES


The Response to Literature component requires students to read a short published work and provide written responses that demonstrate student ability to:

· provide an initial understanding of the text

· develop an interpretation of the text

· make connections between the text and/or other experiences

· critically evaluate the text

The Reading for Information test requires students to read nonfiction material of about one page in length.

· ability to develop an interpretation and critically evaluate the text.

WRITING ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES

The Editing and Revising test requires students to read passages that are simulated samples of student writing.

· Students can identify and correct errors in organization, word choice, syntax, capitalization, punctuation, usage and spelling.
The Interdisciplinary Writing section requires students to apply knowledge and skills gained through many disciplines.  Students are given a set of source materials representing different perspectives on the issue.  Students then write a persuasive essay that supports their own position. Students can demonstrate the following abilities:

· development of a thesis with supporting points

· use of correct grammar

SCIENCE

The Science assessment is based on the idea that science is not only a body of knowledge, but also a way of thinking about the world around us.  It includes conceptual understanding, applications, and experimentation.
Conceptual Understanding  and Application of Scientific Knowledge

· Describe natural phenomena with appropriate scientific terms

· Explain natural phenomena with scientific concepts

· Predict future events based on scientific knowledge

· Apply scientific reasoning and knowledge

· Interpret and communicate scientific information using words, equations, graphs and charts

Experimentation

· Recognize and define problems for scientific investigations

· Design appropriate procedures to solve the problem

· Predict the results based on knowledge of problem-related content

· Conduct investigations, collect data and record observations

· Interpret and communicate scientific information using words, equations, graphs and charts


	SCIENCE cont.

Life Science

· Ecosystem

* matter is recycled in an ecosystem and that there is a one-way flow of energy in ecosystems
* the number and variety of organisms and populations are dependent on the resources and physical factors of their environment

· Genetics and Evolution

* each organism carried a set of instructions ((genes composed of DNA) for specifying the components and functions of the organism

* the basic idea of biological evolution is that the Earth’s present day species developed from earlier species

· Cells

* the basic structures and functions of living cells

* that cells divide for growth, repair and reproduction of the organism

· Human Biology

* the structure of the human body and how environmental conditions, nutrition, physical activity and pathogens affect its functioning

Physical Science

· Structure of Matter

* the basic structure of atoms and the properties of elements

* the use of physical and chemical properties to classify and describe matter

· Reactions and Interactions

* the differences between physical and chemical changes of matter

* the materials interact with each other in various forms

· Forces and Motion

* energy and matter interact through forces that result in changes in motions of objects

* the nature of electricity and magnetism

· Energy Sources and Transformation

* the nature of various forms of energy

* the properties of sound and light

Earth Science

· Astronomy

* the structure, motion and composition of stars, planets and other bodies with an emphasis on our solar system

· Earth’s Natural Resources

* the Earth has various natural resources important to all living organisms

* the use of the Earth’s natural resources by humans

· Meteorology

* our atmosphere is dynamic and has patterns of weather systems

* the use of the Earth’s natural resources by humans

· Earth History and Dynamics

* interactions among the Earth’s lithosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere and biosphere  




	MATHEMATICS

The Mathematics section assesses three processes (problem solving and reasoning; communicating; and computing and estimating) in four content areas (number and quantity; geometry, measurement and shape; statistics, probability and data analysis and relations, functions and algebra.) 

Students Understand:

Number and Quantity
· Number Sense

* Use integers, fractions, decimals, percents and scientific notion in real-world situations to count, measure, compare, order, scale, locate and label

* Use a variety of representations (including graphs, tables, pictures, etc.)

* Demonstrate an understanding of order, magnitude and equivalent forms of numbers

· Operations

* Identify appropriate operations (including addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, exponentiation and square roots) and use these operations in a variety of contests
* Sect and use appropriate methods for computing (including mental mathematics, paper-and-pencil and calculator methods)

· Estimation and Approximation

* Select and use estimation strategies in problem situations

* Assess the reasonableness of answers to problems
· Ratios, Proportions and Percents

* Use ratios, proportions and percents to solve problems

* Use dimensional analysis to determine equivalent rates (for example, converting inches per minute to feet per hour)
· Use direct and inverse variation to solve numerical, geometric and algebraic problems

Measurement and Geometry

· Measurement

* Use the concepts of length, perimeter, area, volume, angle measure capacity, weight and mass to solve problems, using both metric and customary units

* Identify appropriate metric and customary measurement units and use appropriate measurement tools, including rulers and protractors

* Estimate make and use measurement in realistic situations

* Use formulas and scales to determine measures

· Spatial Relationship and Geometry

* Interpret, describe and draw two and three dimensional objects

* Use the concepts of rotation, reflection and translation to transform geometric figures
* Describe and use fundamental concepts and properties of and relationships among points lines, planes, angles, and shapes

* Use the concepts of congruence and similarity to solve realistic problems

* Solve problems using geometric models
Statistic, Probability and Discrete Mathematics

· Probability and Statistics

* Demonstrate an understanding of sampling and its role in statistical assertions
* Describe, calculate and apply the concepts of mean, median, mode, and range


	* Construct, read and interpret tables charts and graphs of real world data

* Make and evaluate inferences from tables, charts, graphs

and other representations of data

* Use probability to make predictions and evaluate the likelihood of simple and compound events

* Use simulations to determine experimental probabilities

* Compare experimental and theoretical probabilities and make predictions based on probabilities

· Discrete Mathematics

* Use synthetic listing and counting strategies including simple combinations and permutations to solve problems

* Use recursive processes; including iteration, to solve problems
Statistic, Probability and Discrete Mathematics

· Probability and Statistics

* Demonstrate an understanding of sampling and its role in statistical assertions

* Describe, calculate and apply the concepts of mean, median, mode, and range

* Construct, read and interpret tables charts and graphs of real world data

* Make and evaluate inferences from tables, charts, graphs, and other representations of data

* Use probability to make predictions and evaluate the likelihood of simple and compound events

* Use simulations to determine experimental probabilities

* Compare experimental and theoretical probabilities and make predictions based on probabilities

· Discrete Mathematics

* Use synthetic listing and counting strategies including simple combinations and permutations to solve problems

* Use recursive processes; including iteration, to solve problems
Algebra and Functions

· Patterns

* Construct, describe, extend and analyze a variety of numerical, geometric and statistical patterns

* Describe, analyze and generalize patterns, using tables, rules, algebraic expressions and equations, and graphs

* Make and justify predictions based on patterns

· Algebra and Functions

* Represent and analyze situations involving variable quantities with tables, graphs, verbal rules and equations, and translate among representations

* Use variables, expressions, equations and inequalities, including formulas, to model situations and solve problems

* Construct and use linear functions to model and solve real-world situations

* Use the coordinate plane to represent functions


To be determined based upon regional goals…………….

Sample from Windsor Schools:

Region One Goals and Expectations for Students                                  

Goal I:  All Region One students will acquire and demonstrate core knowledge and essential skills that emphasize understanding, application and communication.

Expectations:

Our students will:

_____   Demonstrate competence in reading, writing and computation;

_____   Communicate effectively and appropriately through written and oral expression; demonstrate 

             strategies for acquiring basic skills and knowledge, communication of ideas, solving problems an

            pursuing personal interest;

_____   Understand, synthesize and apply knowledge in each subject area (science, mathematics, history, 

             civics, behavioral studies, geography, economics, health, physical education, visual and 

             performing arts, family and consumer science, literature and languages) in a variety of settings for

             a variety of purposes;

_____   Understand the values and achievements of their culture and other cultures; and

_____   Be independent, competent and confident users of information and technology.

Goal II:  All Region One students will demonstrate thinking and reasoning skills.

Expectations:

Our students will:

_____   Locate, interpret, analyze, organize, apply and synthesize information in a variety of situations;

_____   Understand and apply basic principles of logic, reasoning and presenting an argument;

_____   Understand and apply basic principles of hypothesis testing and inquiry;

_____   Apply and evaluate the use of decision-making and problem-solving strategies; and respond    

             constructively to unanticipated events or outcomes;

_____   Explore information and arguments from various points of view and display the ability to think

             critically, creatively and to solve problems;

_____   Apply prior knowledge, abstract thinking, curiosity, imagination and creativity to solve problems 

             and;

_____   Create, imagine and explore new ideas to generate alternative strategies, consider risks and 

             benefits, and select among alternatives.

Goal III:  All Region One students will demonstrate motivation and persistence to learn.

Expectations:

Our students will:

_____   Assume primary responsibility for their own learning including identifying their needs and setting 

             and fulfilling reasonable goals;

_____   Value lifelong learning;

_____   Work and learn independently, effectively allocating time, energy and resources;

_____   Work collaboratively as part of a team – contributing to group efforts and understanding;

_____   Demonstrate the effort and persistence needed to be successful in school, work and life;

_____   Demonstrate initiative to accept challenges and responsibilities;

_____   Persist until new material is mastered or until a job is done, and experience the pride of 

             accomplishment that results from hard work and effort;

_____   Act through a desire to succeed rather that a fear of failure, while recognizing that failure is a part 

             of everyone’s experience;

_____   Take the risk necessary for fulfilling their goals, and persevere in the face of challenge and 

             obstacles;

_____   Demonstrate an inquiring attitude, flexibility, open-mindedness and curiosity; and 

_____   Create and explore new ideas and adapt existing ideas to generate alternative possibilities.

Goal  IV:  All Region One students will understand, respect, and act in accordance with universal values.

Expectations:

Our students will demonstrate behaviors that are consistent with the following positive qualities:

_____   Respect for themselves and others:  Respectful people have confidence in their own beliefs and 

             values, and acknowledge, understand and support the rights of others to express their beliefs;

_____   Respect for authority:  Recognize and cooperate with established authority;

_____   Honesty:  Honest people are truthful and sincere;

_____   Integrity:  People with integrity behave in a manner that is fair, honest and consistent with their

             beliefs;

_____   Cooperation:  Cooperative people are able to live and work with others;

_____   Trustworthiness:  People worthy of trust keep promises, fulfill commitments, and abide by the 

              spirit as well as the letter of an agreement;

_____   Caring:  Caring people demonstrate concern, thought and positive regard for others and property;

_____   Fairness:  Fair people are committed to justice, the equal treatment of individuals and are free of 

             bias;

_____   Loyalty:  Loyal people are supportive of their family, friends, school and communities;

_____   Citizenship:  Responsible individuals understand their obligations.  They consider and accept the

             impact and consequences of their personal decisions and actions;

_____   Embrace diversity by interacting effectively and working cooperatively with others;

_____   Demonstrate an understanding of and show respect for cultural differences; and 

_____   Demonstrate confidence in their effectiveness and in their ability to shape their futures.

Goal V:  All Region One students will demonstrate readiness for adult roles.

Expectations:

Region One student will prepare for adult roles in the areas of life skills, career skills and citizenship.  All students will:

_____   Understand and apply the life skills necessary for effective daily living and personal well-being.

_____   Apply knowledge and skills necessary to choose a career and perform successfully in the 

             workplace.

_____   Be involved, competent citizens.

Appendix A – Vocabulary Definitions

Social Studies – Research Cycle

Key Terms/Vocabulary

analyze
to separate or break into parts so as to find out their nature, proportion, function, 


relationship, etc.

artifact
an object made and used by humans (in the past)

bias

a mental leaning or partiality; prejudice

bibliography
a list of sources of information on a given subject

cite

to quote ( a passage, book, speech, writer, etc); a passage cited, quotation

citation
a passage cited, quotation

conclusion
the end or last part, often containing a summary of what went before

copyright
the exclusive right to the publication, production, or sale of the rights to a literary, 

dramatic, musical, or artistic work

currency
of or pertaining to recent times or the present

data

information; facts or figures from which conclusions can be drawn

edit

to revise and make ready (a manuscript for publication)

et al

and others

evaluation
a finding of the value of;  a determination of worth or validity

footnote
a note or reference at the bottom of a page

hypothesis
an unproved theory tentatively accepted to explain certain facts or to provide the 


basis for further investigation

interpretation
 the expression of a person’s conception of a subject, work of art, etc. ;an 



explanation

introduction
an opening section usually explaining or defining the subject matter

MLA

Modern Language Association

note-taking
to take or write down a brief statement of fact or experience 

outlining
summarizing information on a subject by systematically listing the important facts

paraphrase
to say in your own words; a rewording of the thought or information that has been 

said or written before 

periodical
a publication appearing at regular intervals of more than one day, as a weekly 


magazine

perspective
point of view in understanding or judging things or happenings

plagiarism
the taking of ideas, information, writing of someone else and passing them off as 


your own

primary 

source 
documents, art forms, personal accounts and journals created in or from the 


people of the time period being studied

propaganda 
ideas, doctrines, practices, etc. spread in a systematic, deliberate way (for  



indoctrination –now often used is a derogatory sense, connoting deception or 


distortion

resource
anything that lies ready for use and can be drawn upon for aid (as in a source of 


information)

rough draft
first version of a written work; not polished or in final form; not finished,  exact, 


or detailed

secondary 

source 
derived or resulting from a primary source;  written materials, art works, research 


looking back on a time period and using materials from that time to extract 


information/understanding

summarize
to state briefly; to present the substance or general idea in concise form

thesis

a proposition, idea, or statement to be maintained or defended

topic

the subject of a talk, piece of writing, discussion, etc.

Aided by

Guralnik, David B., ed. Webster’s New World Dictionary, Basic School Edition.

 New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1983.

Guralnik, David B. and Joseph H. Friend, eds. Webster’s New World Dictionary of the 

American Language, College Edition.  New York: The World Publishing Company, 1962

Appendix B – Sample Assessments

· Forming a Thesis Statement

· Identifying and Evaluating Resources

· Note Taking

· Works Cited

· Organizing Information

Forming a Thesis Statement

Assessment

Introduction

As we have discussed in class, forming a thesis statement is an important first step in crafting a well-written essay or larger piece of research. The thesis statement should help you answer some of the questions we have discussed about a particular research activity.  Specifically:

· Why am I conducting this research?

· To whom am I writing (audience)?

· What have I learned about this topic and what do I think I would like to say about it? Why?

Assignment

The purpose of this assignment is to assess your skills in developing a good thesis statement. You will pretend that you are a teaching assistant. The teacher that you work for has to give a speech about ________________ (topic) to ______________. He/she wants your help by asking you to conduct the initial research and to develop the thesis statement. In order to complete this task, you must complete the following steps.

1.
Read the attached series of articles about ____________________.

2.
Read/review the attached handout regarding the creation of thesis statements.

3.
Brainstorm ideas about ______________________ using the techniques 
suggested on page 2 of the thesis handout. YOU MUST SHOW THIS 
WORK!!!

4.
Write a thesis statement based on your thoughts and present it to your 
supervising teacher for review and approval. Make sure that it meets all of the 
criteria for a good thesis statement listed on page one of the thesis handout.

5.
Turn in your notes and the completed thesis statement by the end of the 
period/block.

This assignment is worth one test grade and will be graded according to the attached rubric.

Thesis Writing Assessment

Rubric

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	Notes
	The notes demonstrate thorough comprehension of the topic and a true effort to gain insight toward the development of a unique point of view.
	The notes demonstrate good comprehension of the topic and an effort to gain some insight toward the development of a unique point of view.
	The notes demonstrate some comprehension of the topic but limited  effort to gain some  insight toward the development of a unique point of view
	The notes demonstrate limited comprehension of the topic and lack of  insight toward the development of a unique point of view
	

	Structure
	The thesis statement is a statement not a question.
	
	
	The thesis statement is a question.
	

	Person
	The thesis is written in the third person.
	
	
	The thesis statement is written in the first person
	

	Creativity

and

Interpretation
	The thesis statement demonstrates a thorough understanding of the topic and communicates the particularly unique thoughts of the author (student).
	The thesis statement demonstrates a strong understanding of the topic and communicates the unique thoughts of the author (student).
	The thesis statement shows some understanding o f the topic, but communicates the thoughts of the sources more than the author (student).
	The thesis statement shows a poor understanding of the topic and may show only the thoughts of the sources with minimal insight from the author (student).
	

	Clarity
	The thesis statement is extremely clear and concise such that it is readily understood by the reader.
	The thesis statement is clear, but may be lengthier than necessary or the thesis statement may be somewhat lacking in clarity because it is too general and/or concise. 
	The thesis statement is somewhat vague and may be too general or too lengthy.
	The thesis statement is unclear and there is little attention given to the communication of the student’s point of view.
	

	Grammar
	The thesis statement is properly punctuated and there are no spelling errors.
	There are few punctuation and spelling errors.
	There are several punctuation and spelling errors.
	There are many punctuation and spelling errors.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	


Forming a Thesis Statement

Guidelines

Crafting a strong thesis statement is the critical first step in writing a good paper. Let’s start with the definition:

A thesis is the main point you want to make in your paper. It declares what you believe and what you intend to prove.

A good thesis statement has the following characteristics:

· It is a statement not a question.

· The statement should not be written in the first person (e.g. “I believe…”).

· A thesis should be interesting and thought provoking – not obvious.

· The statement does not have to be long or complicated. It must be clear and concise.

Here are some examples:

1.
Too general:

The Iraq War was fought about oil.

Revised:

While many factors contributed to the war with Iraq, securing the Iraqi oil reserves for the U.S. and the rest of the world was the main cause of this conflict.

2. In the first person:

I don’t think the Palestinians and the Israelis will ever be able to settle their disagreements.

Revised:

Upon reviewing the historical evidence regarding political, cultural and religious differences between the Israelis and the Palestinians, one could conclude that it is unlikely that these two parties will find a peaceful resolution to their conflict.

3. Too complicated:

Islamic fundamentalism is the most serious foreign policy issue faced by the United States and it is clear that many Muslims are part of a worldwide conspiracy to dominate world events.

Revised:

Islamic fundamentalists appear to be the source of recent terrorist activities and pose a unique and dangerous foreign policy challenge to the United States and the rest of the world.

Depending on your writing style and work habits, you may use a variety of strategies in forming your thesis. There is not one “right way” to do this. Here are some techniques that might be helpful:

1. Make a list of everything you know about the topic or start to free-write about the topic.  As you are doing this, you may find one idea that pops out and interests you.

2. Use the attached graphic organizer. Write the topic in the center circle. Put your ideas in the outer circles. One or a group of these ideas may form the basis for your thesis.

3. Outline the main ideas that you wish to cover in your paper. Look for the common thread among those ideas and use that as the basis for your thesis.

Please see me if you have any questions or if you need help!









How to Evaluate Good Website Source Selection Assessment

Introduction

Welcome to conducting research using the Internet. There is an extremely wide variety of material on the Internet, ranging in its authority, purpose, content, design and currency.   Unlike most traditional information media (books, magazines, encyclopedias), no one has to approve the content before it is made public. It's your job as a teacher’s assistant to evaluate what you locate in order to determine whether it suits your needs.

Assignment

The purpose of this assessment is to assess your skills in evaluating web sites for authority, purpose, content, design and currency.You are to assume the role of a teacher’s assistant and examine the following web sites:

· American Nonsmokers' Rights Foundation http://www.no-smoke.org/ 

· Smoking from all Sides http://www.cs.brown.edu/~lsh/smoking.html 

· Tobacco Free Kids website  http://tobaccofreekids.org/ 

· Coalition for a Tobacco Free Midlands  http://www.tobaccofreemidlands.com/ 

Evaluate each web site based on the following criteria: 

	Authority 

(Who is responsible for this site?)

What are the creator(s)’ credentials? 

	Purpose

Why was this site created? Is it a personal, commercial, government or organization site? 

Is there any bias? Hidden message?

	Content
Does the site cover the topic comprehensively? 

Accurately? Can you understand what is being said? 

What is unique about this site? Does it offer something others do not? 

Would you get better information in a book? an encyclopedia? 

	Design
Is the site easy to navigate? Do all the design elements enhance the message of the site? 

	Currency

Can you tell:  the date the information was created? 

The publication date?  

The date the material was last revised?

 Are these dates meaningful in terms of your subject matter?


Evaluating Web Sites Chart
1.
Evaluate the selected Web sites by the criteria in the chart on the previous page. Assign 
each site an overall value for each criteria. 


5=excellent 4= very good 3=good 2= weak 1=poor


Use the comments column to make brief notes regarding your evaluation in each 
category.

	 
	Site#1
	Site #2
	Site #3
	 Site #4__
	Comments

	Authority


	Ranking____
	Ranking____
	Ranking____
	Ranking____
	

	Purpose

	Ranking___
	Ranking___
	Ranking____
	Ranking____
	

	Content

	Ranking___
	Ranking___
	Ranking____
	Ranking____
	

	Design

	Ranking___
	Ranking___
	Ranking____
	Ranking ____
	

	Currency


	Ranking __
	Ranking __
	Ranking____
	Ranking ____
	

	Total Score


	
	
	
	
	


2.
In the space below, explain your choice for the #1-rated site using the criteria you were 
assigned. You may compare and contrast your choice to other sites in this 
exercise if that 
helps you with your explanation.

Evaluating Web Sites

Rubric

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	Ranking
	Student showed excellent understanding of how to evaluate a source by selecting the correct ranking for all of the resources and thoroughly noting the reasons for making his/her selection for each of the categories.
	Student showed a strong understanding of how to evaluate a source by selecting the correct ranking for 3 of the resources and making some notation regarding the reasons for making his/her selection for each of the categories.
	Student showed a developing understanding of how to evaluate a source by selecting the correct ranking for 2 of the resources and making at least limited notation regarding the reasons for making his/her selection for each of the categories.
	Student showed a strong need to improve his/her ability of how to evaluate a source by selecting the incorrectly the resources and making little to no attempt to explain the reasons for making his/her selection for each of the categories.
	

	Analysis
	The essay consisted of a thorough explanation of the student’s selection of the best resource including several examples and comparisons to the other sites to support his/her arguments.
	The essay consisted of a good explanation of the student’s selection of the best resource including some examples and/or comparisons to other sites support his/her arguments.
	The essay consisted of a basic explanation of the student’s selection of the best resource including few examples and/or comparisons to other sites support his/her arguments.
	The essay consisted of a limited explanation of the student’s selection of the best resource including no or few examples and/or comparisons to other sites support his/her arguments.
	

	Organization and Format
	The essay was well-organized containing introduction, body and conclusion paragraphs. Sentence structure is correct. The essay is logically argued and easily understood by the reader.
	The essay showed a strong attempt at organization. Introduction, body analysis and conclusion may be present, but there may be some errors in paragraph formatting and sentence structure. The essay is well-argued but could be confusing at times.
	The essay shows some attempt to organize thoughts but contains many errors with regard to paragraph and sentence structure. Erratic or arbitrary sequencing of ideas make the essay confusing to the reader.
	The essay shows a minimal attempt to organize thoughts and contains numerous with regard to paragraph and sentence structure. The essay is extremely confusing and therefore difficult to read.
	

	Grammar
	The essay is properly punctuated and there are no spelling errors.
	There are few punctuation and spelling errors.
	There are several punctuation and spelling errors.
	There are many punctuation and spelling errors.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	


Note Taking Assessment

Introduction: Students need to learn how to transfer information from selected sources to note cards. Once this has been accomplished, they can use these cards to write a paper or create a final project. Being able to collect and record data in an organized manner is an important step in writing a research paper.
Assignment: The purpose of this assignment is to assess your skills in note taking.

This assessment will be graded according to the attached rubric.

Imagine you are a teacher’s assistant and have been given the task of taking notes on _________________for the teacher. Here is what you must do:

1. Read the attached series of articles about____________________.

2. 
Read /review Three Types of Notes (included in this packet)

3. Review the research question(s), and transfer pertinent information onto colored or coded note cards using the MLA (Modern Language Association) format (included in this packet).
4. Create at least_______ note card(s) per article.

5.  Give examples of the following when taking notes:  a summary, a quote, paraphrasing.                                                                                                                                                                               

You will need the following materials:

· 1-5 photocopied articles (determined by teacher) from a variety of sources (newspaper, book, Internet, magazine etc.) on the same topic.

· A statement of what you tentatively plan to prove about your topic.

· 1-5 (determined by teacher) research questions. 

· Different colored 4”X 6” index cards or other coding system (one color per question).

· Examples of cited works from a variety of sources placed on index cards using MLA (included in this packet).

Remember! The purpose of note taking is to collect evidence that you can use to support your thesis. You cannot possibly remember everything you read as you are conducting your research, nor can you be absolutely sure which pieces of evidence are going to be the most effective until you begin to write your extended outline. Your notes will help you keep track of those important pieces of information and then help you to arrange those facts in a manner that makes an effective argument. Also, the cards are a good way of documenting your sources as you go and will therefore make your citations and your final bibliography much easier. 

                                           Note Taking Guidelines  

 Three Types of Notes
1. An exact quotation:
text taken directly from your source and used in your paper





exactly as it is written in the source.

2. A paraphrase:
an idea taken from a source that is maybe not used exactly as it 



is written, but closely resembles the original text and may use 



some of the same words used in the source.

3. A summary:

notes taken totally in your own words that summarize a 




thought or fact presented in one of your resources.

Quotations and paraphrasing must be cited! Failure to do so is plagiarism. Summaries are useful in helping you develop your own thoughts.

You will receive a packet of note cards. You are to use these cards in the following manner:

Front of the card

· Write only one idea per card.
· Write the issue or topic heading on the top of the card  - e.g. Christianity – basic beliefs

· Write your note as a quotation, paraphrase or summary 

1. If you are writing a quotation, be sure to be accurate in terms of words, punctuation and context (the true intention of the author’s statement).

2. If you are paraphrasing, make a note to yourself on the card indicating that it is a paraphrase and not a summary in your own words.

Back of the card 

· List the source including the author, title and page number – make this similar to your bibliography listing and you will save yourself time in the end.

· Do not worry about the order in which you take notes. Read your sources and document anything that you think will be helpful in supporting your argument. There may be notes that you ultimately do not use.

Example



Front of the Card
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Back of the Card


	    Name:______________________________________        Date:_______________________________________________


Research Cycle- Note Taking Rubric 
	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	 

Organization

 
	Student has labeled and color-coded the topic covered on each card.
	Student has labeled and color-coded the topic covered on most cards.
	Student has labeled and color-coded the topic covered on some cards.
	Student has labeled and color-coded the topic covered on few cards.
	

	 

Citation of Sources

 
	All sources are accurately documented in required format on one side of the card.
	All sources are accurately documented on one side of the card, but a few are not in the required format.
	Many sources are accurately documented on one side of the card, but not all are in the required format.
	Some sources are accurately documented and formatted on one side of the card.
	

	 

Summary

 
	All examples of summarizing are accurate.
	Examples of summarizing are present but some are inaccurate.
	Examples of summarizing are present but many are inaccurate.
	Examples of summarizing are present but few are accurate.
	

	Quotations
	All quotes are transcribed exactly using correct

format.
	Most quotes were transcribed exactly using correct format
	Some quotes and corresponding formats were correct
	Few quotes and corresponding formats were correct.
	

	Paraphrase
	All examples of paraphrasing are accurate.
	Examples of paraphrasing are present but some are inaccurate.


	Examples of paraphrasing are present but many are inaccurate.
	Examples of paraphrasing are present but few are accurate.
	

	Sources Used
	All sources provided were represented in notes.
	Most sources provided were represented in notes.
	Some sources provided were represented in notes.
	Few sources provided were represented in

notes.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	


Works Cited
Assessment

Introduction

The proper recognition and documentation of resources is a critical skill that you must develop when conducting research. You need to honor and respect those who have spent time and effort uncovering the answers to important questions about the world around us. Additionally, failure to give appropriate credit to sources (plagiarism) can have serious consequences on your academic performance. 

Assignment

This assessment will test you in two areas:

1.
The appropriate citation of text within the body of your written work; and

2.
The proper method for creating a bibliography. 

Imagine that you are continuing in your role as a teacher’s assistant. You have been asked to write an essay about _______________.  Read the attached articles and write an article that answers the question:

(Teachers place appropriate question here.)

You must use information from all of the sources in your essay and you must cite those sources appropriately within the body of your work. Failure to cite sources properly is plagiarism.

Using a separate sheet of paper, please prepare a bibliography for all of the sources used within your essay.  

Use the MLA format noted in the attached “Social Studies Department Writing Standards” for your text and bibliography citations.   

This assignment is worth a test grade and will be graded according to the attached rubric.

Citation – Within Text and Bibliography

Rubric

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Score

	In text - 

MLA Format and Style


	Completely correct use of MLA in-text citation style for each reference used in the assessment.
	Uneven implementation of correct MLA in-text citation style for each reference used in the assessment.
	Incorrect citation formatting across the board but enough information to track citations precisely in the source.
	No information provided with citations.
	

	Bibliography
	Completely correct use of designated MLA style for each reference in the bibliography.
	Contains few mistakes in MLA format bibliography such as misuse of punctuation, omission of information (e.g. publisher, date, author, etc.)
	Incorrect use of MLA formatting throughout the bibliography.
	No bibliography provided.
	

	Citation
	All work is appropriately cited and there is no misuse of information that could be mistaken for plagiarism.
	Most work is appropriately cited. Some paraphrasing or quotations are not cited and could be construed as plagiarism.
	Much of the information is not cited and could easily be construed as plagiarism.
	No information is properly cited and is thus to be judged as plagiarism.
	

	Use of sources
	Student used all of the sources as directed in the assessment instructions.
	Student used all but one source.
	Student only used one source.
	It is not evident that the student used any of the sources and wrote the essay based on his/her own opinions on the subject.
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	


Social Studies –Research Cycle

Organizing Information

Graphic Organizers/Outlines

Introduction

Organizing information gathered from research/note-taking is an important step in writing an essay or research paper.  A graphic organizer, such as a Venn diagram, concept map, or outline, is a useful tool to facilitate the transition from notes to written piece.

In this step of the research process, it is important that information be organized so it is easy to retrieve, add to, or change.  Each piece of the information must be connected to the main ideas or questions developed for the topic.  References must be properly cited.

Assignment

The purpose of this assignment is to assess your skills in organizing a given set of notes gathered through research using a variety of (primary and secondary) sources on ___________________(thesis).

Role/Audience

You are a research assistant to a teacher, frequently published in scientific and historical journals, who is writing an article on_____________(thesis).  As part of your job responsibilities, you will organize a set of the teacher’s notes as preparation for the teacher writing the article.

Task

Given a selection of graphic organizers and a set of completed note cards, you will:


1.  Read the notes


2.  Select and complete an appropriate graphic organizer

· Create headings/questions useful in categorizing the information

· Organize the sections to support the thesis/topic

· Logically sequence the sections to best support the thesis/topic

· Support the main idea(s) of each section with appropriate information

· Use all of the information on the note cards.


3.  Properly cite information sources/ quotes

This assignment is worth one test grade and will be graded according to the attached rubric.

Social Studies – Research Cycle - Organizing Information Rubric
	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1
	Total

	Graphic Organizer-Selection
	Graphic organizer selected is appropriate for organization of information.
	
	
	Graphic organizer selected is not appropriate for information collected.
	

	Graphic Organizer-Use
	Graphic organizer or outline has been completed and shows clear, logical relationships between all topics and subtopics.
	Graphic organizer or outline has been completed and shows clear, logical relationships between most topics and subtopics.
	Graphic organizer or outline has been started and included some topics and subtopics.
	Graphic organizer or outline is incomplete and/or does not show relationships between topics and subtopics.
	

	Graphic Organizer- Sequence
	The sections of the graphic organizer have been logically sequenced to best support the thesis.
	There is logical order to most sections of the organizer.
	There is some logical sequence to some sections of the organizer.
	There is little logical sequence to the sections of the organizer.
	

	Relevance of Information
	Information clearly relates to the thesis.  It includes several supporting details and/or examples.
	Information clearly relates to the thesis. It provides 1-2 supporting details and/or examples.
	Information relates to the thesis.   No details and/or specific examples are given.
	Information has little or nothing to do with the thesis. 
	

	Citations of Sources
	All sources are accurately documented in the required format.
	All sources are accurately documented, but a few are not in the required format.
	Many sources are accurately documented, but not all are in the required format.
	Some sources are not accurately documented.
	


Appendix C

Rules for MLA Citation and Bibliography

Appendix D

Graphic Organizers










Hourani, Albert, A history of the Arab Peoples. Cambridge, Mass: The


Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2002, p. 345.	
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Islam – Prayer








“The religion of the city and the countryside, although differing, had been


linked by common observance of prayer, Ramadan and pilgrimage, and


reverence for common places of devotion.	

















		Quotation	





Students Understand that…





Measurement


*14 Time


*15 Approximating Measures


*16 Customary and Metric Measures


Spatial Relationships and Geometry


*17 Geometric Shapes and Properties


*18 Spatial Relationships


Probability and Statistics


*19 Tables, Graphs and Charts


*20 Statistics and Data Analysis


*21 Probability


Patterns


*22 Patterns


Algebra and Functions


*23 Algebraic Concepts


Discrete Mathematics


*24 Classification and Logical Reasoning


Integrated Understandings


*25 Mathematical Applications 





Number Sense


*1 Place Value


*2 Pictorial representation of Numbers


*3 Equivalent Fractions, Decimals and Percent


*4 Order, Magnitude and Rounding of Numbers


Operations


*5 Models for Operations


*6 Basic facts


*7 Computation with Whole Numbers and Decimals


*8 Computation with Fractions


*9 Solve Word Problems


Estimation and Approximation


*10 Numerical Estimation Strategies


*11 Estimating Solutions to Problems


Ratio, Proportion, Percent


*12 Ratios and Proportions


*13 Computation with Percent
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