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Course/Subject: Reading and Language Arts

Grade(s): Second Grade

Teacher(s): R. Walsh, D. Fails, K. Neary, J. Meiers, T. Allyn, K. Lundeen, and A. Grant

Topic/Title: Fiction-Reading In the World of Tomie dePaola

Length of Time for the UbD Unit:  20 lessons

Date the unit was reviewed by the UbD Team: November 28, 2006  

Summary of the Unit:

Using Tomie dePaola’s books as a vehicle the students will learn how readers form opinions about the books they read and how those books connect to their own lives.  The children will be asked to make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections with the books and then use these connections to take a critical stance about a text.

Standards

Connecticut Curriculum Framework(s):

	Number
	Content Standard

	1.2e
	Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections.

	2.2b
	Develop a critical stance and cite evidence to support the stance. 

	
	

	
	


Understanding by Design Unit Template

	Enduring Understandings

(Students will understand that…)
	
	Essential Questions

(Open-ended significant questions related to the Enduring Understandings.)

	Identify Topic(T) or Overarching(O) – must have at least one overarching

1. Good readers use text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to world connections to respond to what they read. (T)
2. Good readers then use these connections to develop and support their opinions about a book or text. (O)
	
	1. How do good readers develop and support opinions about a book or text?

2. What are the ways good readers respond to and interact with the stories they read?




Key Elements: Important Vocabulary, People, Terms, etc.

	character
	Tomie dePaola
	response journal
	summary

	event
	Venn diagram
	character traits
	text

	prediction
	compare/contrast
	experiences
	action

	author
	fiction/narrative
	opinion
	persuasion

	illustrator
	nonfiction/expository
	evidence
	


	Knowledge / Skills – (Students will know / be able to ….)_______________________

· Make a connection with a story and their own lives.

· Complete a Venn diagram.

· Identify character traits using a graphic organizer.

· Orally present and support their opinion using persuasion.

· Compare two different books by the same author.

· Compare a character in a story to a person in his/her own life. 

· Make connections between texts.

· Make text to world connections.




Assessment with a Detailed Description

All performance assessments will be graded using a specified set of criteria known to students. An assessment may address more than one standard. Every standard must be assessed.

Content Standard(s):

	1.2e
	Discuss and respond to texts by making text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections.


Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

1. Students will choose an event from one of Tomie dePaola’s books that reminds them of something that has happened in their life.  They will summarize the event from the book and write how it connects to their own life. (Response Journal Day # 7)

2. Students will choose a character from one of Tomie dePaola’s books.  They will compare this character to a person in their own life.  They will draw a picture of the person and character they have chosen and then fill in a Venn diagram illustrating how they are the same and different. (Response Journal Day # 16)

3. Students will compare two of Tomie dePaola’s book. They will complete a Venn diagram illustrating how they are the same and different. (Response Journal Day # 18)

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Attached at the end.
Content Standard(s):

	2.2b
	Develop a critical stance and cite evidence to support the stance.


Performance – Based Assessment(s): (Include G.R.A.S.P.S. if appropriate)

1.  The school media specialist would like to buy a Tomie dePaola book for the library.  She would like your help.  Choose your favorite Tomie dePaola book and do an oral presentation explaining why it is your favorite and why she should buy it for the library. 

In the oral presentation you will be expected to support your opinion with at least 3 different reasons why it is your favorite.  You will use the persuasive graphic organizer. (Response Journal Day # 19)

You must also represent the story you chose with a visual image of character or event to help present your favorite book.  Ideas for visual representation may include but are not limited to: poster, paper mache, puppet, mobile, dress up as a character, stuffed 3-D model, drawing.

2. Students will complete a persuasive graphic organizer. 

Rubric(s) for Performance-Based Assessment(s) - Attached at the end.
Other Assessment Evidence: (Tests, quizzes, self-assessment, peer-assessment, etc.)

Response Journal

Library and Technology Skills: If appropriate summarize how library and technology skills are integrated within the unit and how you are collaborating with library and technology staff to plan and implement the unit. Librarians and technology teachers will assist in identifying appropriate sites, resources, and integrated opportunities.

·   http://www.tomie.com/main.html
· The librarian will read additional Tomie dePaola’s books.

· In computer class, students can complete a Venn diagram and/or character trait graphic     organizer, in Kidspiration.

· Watch one of the following videos during library time- “A Visit with Tomie dePaola”  or   
  “Tomie Live in Concert”
· Oral presentation to the media specialist and class on their favorite Tomie dePaola book. 
Connection to the CMT/CAPT: This unit addresses the following CMT/CAPT objectives.

Reading

Forming an Initial Understanding

· Identifying or inferring important characters, settings, problems, events, relationships and details within a written work

· Selecting and using relevant information from a written work in order to summarize

Developing an Interpretation

· making connections between the text and outside experiences and knowledge
· using evidence from the text to draw and/or support a conclusion
 Demonstrating a Critical Stance

· using information from the text to make a prediction based on what is read

· selecting, synthesizing and/or using relevant information within a written work to include in a response to or extension of the work

Writing

· Present and support ideas clearly, completely and in an organized fashion

· state a position on a particular topic
· support the position with specific details
Region One Goals and Expectations for Students                                  

Goal I:  All Region One students will acquire and demonstrate core knowledge and essential skills that emphasize understanding, application and communication.

Expectations:

Our students will:

___x__   Demonstrate competence in reading, writing and computation;

___x__   Communicate effectively and appropriately through written and oral expression; demonstrate 

             strategies for acquiring basic skills and knowledge, communication of ideas, solving problems an

            pursuing personal interest;

___x_   Understand, synthesize and apply knowledge in each subject area (science, mathematics, history, 

             civics, behavioral studies, geography, economics, health, physical education, visual and 

             performing arts, family and consumer science, literature and languages) in a variety of settings for

             a variety of purposes;

__x__   Understand the values and achievements of their culture and other cultures; and

__x__   Be independent, competent and confident users of information and technology.

Goal II:  All Region One students will demonstrate thinking and reasoning skills.

Expectations:

Our students will:

_x____   Locate, interpret, analyze, organize, apply and synthesize information in a variety of situations;

__x___   Understand and apply basic principles of logic, reasoning and presenting an argument;

_____   Understand and apply basic principles of hypothesis testing and inquiry;

_____   Apply and evaluate the use of decision-making and problem-solving strategies; and respond    

             constructively to unanticipated events or outcomes;

___x__   Explore information and arguments from various points of view and display the ability to think

             critically, creatively and to solve problems;

_x____   Apply prior knowledge, abstract thinking, curiosity, imagination and creativity to solve problems 

             and;

_____   Create, imagine and explore new ideas to generate alternative strategies, consider risks and 

             benefits, and select among alternatives.

Goal III:  All Region One students will demonstrate motivation and persistence to learn.

Expectations:

Our students will:

_____   Assume primary responsibility for their own learning including identifying their needs and setting 

             and fulfilling reasonable goals;

__x___   Value lifelong learning;

__x__   Work and learn independently, effectively allocating time, energy and resources;

__x__   Work collaboratively as part of a team – contributing to group efforts and understanding;

___x__   Demonstrate the effort and persistence needed to be successful in school, work and life;

__x__   Demonstrate initiative to accept challenges and responsibilities;

___x__   Persist until new material is mastered or until a job is done, and experience the pride of 

             accomplishment that results from hard work and effort;

___x__   Act through a desire to succeed rather that a fear of failure, while recognizing that failure is a part of everyone’s experience;

___x__   Take the risk necessary for fulfilling their goals, and persevere in the face of challenge and 

             obstacles;

___x__   Demonstrate an inquiring attitude, flexibility, open-mindedness and curiosity; and 

___x__   Create and explore new ideas and adapt existing ideas to generate alternative possibilities.

Goal  IV:  All Region One students will understand, respect, and act in accordance with universal values.

Expectations:

Our students will demonstrate behaviors that are consistent with the following positive qualities:

__x___   Respect for themselves and others:  Respectful people have confidence in their own beliefs and 

             values, and acknowledge, understand and support the rights of others to express their beliefs;

___x__   Respect for authority:  Recognize and cooperate with established authority;

___x__   Honesty:  Honest people are truthful and sincere;

___x__   Integrity:  People with integrity behave in a manner that is fair, honest and consistent with their

             beliefs;

__x___   Cooperation:  Cooperative people are able to live and work with others;

____x_   Trustworthiness:  People worthy of trust keep promises, fulfill commitments, and abide by the 

              spirit as well as the letter of an agreement;

__x___   Caring:  Caring people demonstrate concern, thought and positive regard for others and property;

___x__   Fairness:  Fair people are committed to justice, the equal treatment of individuals and are free of 

             bias;

__x___   Loyalty:  Loyal people are supportive of their family, friends, school and communities;

__x__   Citizenship:  Responsible individuals understand their obligations.  They consider and accept the

             impact and consequences of their personal decisions and actions;

___x__   Embrace diversity by interacting effectively and working cooperatively with others;

___x__   Demonstrate an understanding of and show respect for cultural differences; and 

__x__   Demonstrate confidence in their effectiveness and in their ability to shape their futures.

Goal V:  All Region One students will demonstrate readiness for adult roles.

Expectations:

Region One student will prepare for adult roles in the areas of life skills, career skills and citizenship.  All students will:

_____   Understand and apply the life skills necessary for effective daily living and personal well-being.

_____   Apply knowledge and skills necessary to choose a career and perform successfully in the 

             workplace.

_x____   Be involved, competent citizens.

Learning Activities with a Detailed Description

	Hook:

Students will be asked to bring in their favorite book from home and explain why it is their favorite.  As the students share their reasons, the teacher will chart the responses (i.e.: It was good, It was a gift, I like the pictures).  The teacher will tell the children that they will learn how to elaborate and support their opinions about a favorite book.  The teacher will also tell the children that after they practice this, they will try to persuade the media specialist to buy a new book for the library.




Resources

Text:

See attached bibliography

Videotapes, DVDs or Films:

· Video-“A Visit with Tomie dePaola” 1996, 25 minutes, VHS videotape
Visit Tomie dePaola at his home 
and in his workplace.
·  “Tomie Live in Concert” 1999, 65 minutes, VHS videotape
Tomie dePaola presents a “live concert” to 500 children of all ages.He reads. He draws. He gives an art lesson.
He tells stories of childhood.He even tap dances
Software:

Kidspiration program to complete specific graphic organizers as noted in daily lesson plans. 

Internet Sources with addresses and full title of the site:

http://www.tomie.com/main.html
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